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COUNTRY POLICE STATIONS CLOSURE 
Motion 

MR T.K. WALDRON (Wagin - Deputy Leader of the National Party) [4.02 pm]:  I move - 

That this house condemns the Minister for Police and the state government for their recent decision to 
close six country police stations, for their total lack of community consultation, and calls on the 
government to immediately reopen the closed stations. 

The worst aspect of this process is the way in which it has been conducted.  One would have to say that the way 
in which it has been conducted and the way that people have been treated in those regions is a real disgrace.  I 
will outline that process shortly.  It has caused anger and frustration, and indeed great disappointment among 
people in those regions.  It is disappointing that the Minister for Police and the government continue to hide 
behind the excuse that these are police operational matters.  We hear all the time that something is a police 
operational matter and not the government’s responsibility.  Last night the member for South Perth was speaking 
on road safety and told the house that he travelled in an unmarked police car on Friday night to experience what 
traffic police deal with in Perth and to gain experience for his shadow road safety portfolio.  However, he had to 
get the permission of the Minister for Police for that to happen.  I would have thought that would be an 
operational matter although I can understand that he might have to get the minister’s permission.  Surely, if that 
is an operational matter, the Minister for Police’s approval would be necessary for the closure of country police 
stations.  I discussed this with former Minister for Police Hon Bob Wiese.  I understand operational matters and 
the necessity for the minister to stand back from operational matters.  However, the closure of police stations, 
which affects the community and the government’s responsibility to provide safe and secure communities, goes 
right outside operational matters.  I make that point right at the start of my speech. 
Another real disappointment has been the total lack of consultation with the affected local governments and local 
communities.  This has shown a complete disregard for them and, I would say, they have been treated with 
contempt.  A little bit later in my speech I will talk about a meeting that we had.  The real reasons for the closure 
of country police stations are the lack of police numbers in the state at the moment, the government’s need for 
police elsewhere and the question of money.  Those are the real reasons, which I have heard from people I think 
should know.  I will go through the process that happened with the closure of these police stations, because it is 
really important.  I received some information in early June this year that some police stations in my electorate 
were under threat.  I followed up on that information because I was concerned.  From speaking to some of the 
people in those areas I knew of their great concerns.  Therefore, on 14 June I asked the Minister for Police 
whether he would guarantee that those police stations would not close in the following 12 to 18 months.  The 
minister again said that it was an operational matter and he would not give a guarantee.  Members must 
remember that two years ago the Commissioner of Police gave an undertaking that no police station would close. 

Mr M.J. Birney:  The undertaking was given by Geoff Gallop. 
Mr T.K. WALDRON:  I was not aware of that, but that is a good point from the member for Kalgoorlie.  
Earlier this year shires in my electorate were told that there would be no consideration of any closure for at least 
12 months.  Late on Thursday, 5 July, senior police officers in my region and other regions went to police 
stations, such as Cranbrook, Dumbleyung and Wickepin in my area, to advise staff that police stations would be 
closing.  Obviously, that news got out.  The next morning it was announced on the radio that the police would be 
closing police stations.  The shires were advised that morning that police stations would close in the following 
three weeks.  I emailed the Minister for Police’s office on that Friday to confirm that what I had heard was true, 
but I did not receive a reply.  We organised a meeting of the shires concerned on Monday at Dumbleyung, so 
that we could examine the situation to see what we could do.  The shires met on Monday afternoon.  While we 
were holding that meeting in Dumbleyung, one of the local citizens rushed into the meeting and said that the 
local police station had been closed.  It was closed on the Monday while we were holding that meeting.  I want 
members present to understand how they would feel if, as a local member, they were told that a police station 
would not be closed for at least 12 months, they heard on the radio that it would be closed, they then heard that it 
would not be closed for three weeks, they then held a meeting to see what could be done about it and while they 
were holding that meeting someone came in off the street to say that the police station had been closed.  Those 
people felt that they had been betrayed, and they had.  Straightaway their confidence went out of the window.  
Trayning Police Station had been closed the previous Friday, but I did not find that out until the Monday.  I rang 
the minister’s office but was advised that the minister was away.  I think the minister was overseas, and I have 
no problems with that.  I will talk about that later.  I also rang the Premier’s office to arrange a meeting to find 
out what was going on, because I was confused and could not understand what was happening after these people 
had been told the stations were not about to close.  There was obviously a breakdown in communication.  I was 
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told that the Premier was overseas and the Commissioner of Police was overseas.  It is interesting how that all 
happened at that time.  I do not know whether it was planned, but one might think that it was operational.   

I give credit to Kieran Murphy from the Premier’s office.  He got back to me and said that he would contact the 
Deputy Premier’s office because I wanted an urgent meeting.  That meeting was arranged and held on Tuesday, 
17 July, in Perth.  At the meeting in Dumbleyung we had formed a committee of concerned people from the 
shires and Bill Mitchell from the Western Australian Local Government Association.  The meeting was held in 
the Deputy Premier’s office with those representatives from the shires, Bill Mitchell and me.  It was a cordial 
meeting.  We were given the opportunity to put forward the issues we had with the closure of the stations.  I 
asked the Assistant Commissioner of Police why he did not consult the community when he was going to do this 
and take people into his confidence.  I pointed out that country people are pretty fair-minded and that had he 
involved them in decisions he could have taken them with him and got their support on some issues.  I was 
astounded when he answered that the police knew people would not like it so they thought it best that they did 
not tell them.  I find treating people like that and the attitude of it being a bit too hard, copping flak and moving 
on absolutely incredible.   

I give credit to the Deputy Premier.  I asked the deputy commissioner how he could expect the support of the 
communities when they have backed the Police Service to the hilt on community policing and road safety issues.  
Local governments work closely with the police.  It is unbelievable.  I wish the Minister for Police had been at 
the meeting, because he would have been concerned.  It was worrying that the senior police did not seem to get 
it; however, the Deputy Premier did get it because he acknowledged what I said that day.  I congratulate him.  I 
think he realised the police had made a blue.  There is no doubt that they did make a blue by not consulting.  
They have lost the trust of country people.   

In respect to another issue the Deputy Premier got it wrong.  I am open to correction if I am wrong.  The Deputy 
Premier said that it had nothing to do with the government because of the separation of powers.  Gordon 
Davidson, the president of the Shire of Dumbleyung, actually gave on television an example of the separation of 
powers.  My view is that it has nothing to do with the separation of powers; it has more to do with the legal 
issues.  I ask the minister whether I am right.  What Gordon Davidson meant was that it was an operational issue.  
It illustrated that there was a lack of understanding of what took place at that meeting.   

It was great that we had the opportunity to put our case, but the police did not understand the real reason that 
those people were in attendance.  The only thing we gained from that meeting was a review in 12 months and a 
guarantee not to strip the stations of police.  It was a bit late because Trayning had already been stripped.  It 
missed out.  The irony is that the police stations are being closed.  At the same time, the police are asking the 
shires to provide a room for half a day a week so they can be good police by providing a police presence.  It is 
unbelievable.  Our shires asked what they should do.  Of course they agreed to it because they have a sense of 
community.  I am sure they felt like telling the police to go and jump.  However, the shires agreed to it because 
they realised the police provide a service to the community.  I do not think that the government or the senior 
police at that meeting actually got it.   
After that meeting road-drive protests took place and all of them were carried out lawfully and in consultation 
with the police.  The community consulted the police on the right way to conduct the protests.  Since then we 
have had further meetings with local government and senior police to keep the issue ticking over.  The attitude of 
the local police has changed since that Thursday or Friday when the shires were told what would take place.  
Their attitude has softened.  They realise that a mistake has been made.  The minister needs to consider that the 
police made a blue.  At the end of the day the minister has the call and he should do something about the mistake 
that has been made.   
I refer to the reasons that have been put forward for closing these police stations.  The basis of what we were told 
at the meeting was that because there was not enough crime in the respective towns, they did not need a police 
presence.   
We are repeatedly told that the WA Police Service is a business.  It is not a business.  Policing is a service and 
the government has a responsibility to provide that service.  I repeat that policing is not a business.  Of course the 
government of the day will try to run it efficiently and maximise the dollars allocated to the service, but it should 
not be to the detriment of people’s safety, protection and security.   
I have received 20-odd letters from people around Wickepin that outline the need for a safe community.  One of 
the reasons that the crime figures in Wickepin are not high is that police have been based in the town.  I spoke 
yesterday about the policeman in Dumbleyung who parked his car at the front of the station.  It was a great ploy, 
but unfortunately that station has been closed.   
I have been told by a good source that the figures that have been used to attribute the traffic infringements and 
which station does what in which area are questionable.  I will not dwell on the figures, because this is not about 
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figures.  I realise that police cannot be stationed in every place around Western Australia, but they must be 
strategically placed.   

I do not agree with the Premier or the Minister for Police that the people in my region will be provided with 
good policing because they will have to travel great distances to reach a police station,.  The Premier highlighted 
that in Hansard in the late 1990s when he referred to Hilton.  He was dead right.  I note that the police station in 
Hilton has been reopened over time, and I agree with that.   

I refer now to road safety and a few incidents that have occurred.  The police station at Cranbrook, which is near 
the junction of Albany Highway and Great Southern Highway, has been closed.  Dumbleyung is on the main 
Bunbury-Collie road that continues through to Lake Grace, Lake King and down to the new mine at 
Ravensthorpe.  I travel that road all the time.  Big machinery and traffic use that road to access the mine and it 
has presented new dangers.  Since the police station at Cranbrook was closed there has been a crash on Albany 
Highway, near Cranbrook.  The Kojonup police are now closest to that area and they were called.  Kojonup is 
about 65 kilometres from the scene of that accident.  The Kojonup police organised the ambulance from 
Kojonup and it travelled 65 kilometres to the accident scene, while the ambulance in Cranbrook, which is only 
seven kilometres from the accident scene, was not called.  Maybe in time that practice will be fixed.   

Mr B.J. Grylls:  One would think that would have been sorted out.  If a police station was to be closed, one 
would think the police would liaise with the emergency services to make sure that did not happen.  The reason 
country people get angry is that at the first chance the government has to get it right, it gets it wrong.   

Mr T.K. WALDRON:  I take part in a weekly radio program and yesterday I was looking for the answer to 
when the first police camp was established in Wickepin.  It was established in 1911, and in 1912 the first 
policemen went to that town.  Ninety-five years later that station is being closed.  It does not make sense to me.  
Recently in Wickepin there was a fire that involved a suspected arsonist.  It took 5.5 hours for police from 
Narrogin to travel to Wickepin.  Obviously something else had occurred to prevent them from attending 
immediately.  Volunteers were left to restrain the arsonist, who was known to have firearm convictions.  That is 
the sort of thing these towns will face and it will affect the communities.  People are concerned.  Already one 
family has left Dumbleyung because of personal security reasons.  Another family has put its business on the 
market.  I forget the date, but a few years ago there was a period when there were no police at Dumbleyung.  I 
was not there at the time but I have been told that crime increased in that time.  The guy who wants to sell his 
business thinks that he will be broken into regularly and has put his business on the market.  The local people are 
concerned about the increase in speeding, antisocial behaviour and drugs.   

The closure of these police stations has not been a long-term plan.  The information I have is the decision was 
reactive because of the lack of police.  If this had been planned, money would not have been spent on those 
police stations recently.  I understand about $30 000 was spent on the police station at Wickepin and that the 
police station at Dumbleyung has had minor upgrades.  If it had been planned to close them, why would the 
government spend money on them?  Why is the sign that states that local police are now targeting drink-driving 
still standing in Dumbleyung?  It needs to come down because there are no local police in the area. 

Another interesting argument is that in an endeavour to try to soften up people to accept this decision the 
government said to the local people that the police can still live in those towns and travel to their place of work.  
Yesterday the government referred to when the police station at Broomehill was closed.  When that police 
station was closed, an agreement was reached that the Shire of Broomehill would build a house so that a police 
officer could live in Broomehill and travel to Katanning.  I thought that was a pretty good idea.  About three 
years ago, I raised in this place the need for police to be based at Williams Police Station but live in Darkan, 
because Darkan had no police.  Darkan has experienced some real problems over the past couple of years, 
particularly because of the itinerant population that is moving through the town.  That matter was brought to a 
head when Hon Michelle Roberts was the Minister for Police and we were trying to get a police station at 
Darkan.  I was told at the time by the police union that it did not want to go ahead with that, because it did not 
want to have another Broomehill.  It did not want the police to travel to that town, because it would be too 
dangerous and they would be called upon, so it would not have it.  However, the police union then said that the 
police could be stationed at Wickepin and travel to Narrogin.  I know why the union said that.  It was because 
that would not happen for another eight or nine months, when those police officers had moved on, and the next 
ones would be housed in Narrogin or Mt Barker etc.  We should not forget that Wickepin has reached an 
agreement with the Government Employees Housing Authority to build a brand-new house for its police officer.  
I suppose that house can be let to someone else if no police officer is based in that town.  It is interesting that the 
Shire of Dumbleyung was also going through that process, but it was very worried about what would happen if it 
built a house for a police officer but the police officer then left the town and left the shire with an asset that it 
could not do anything with.  These are all issues that we tend to forget about.   
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I have written down some of the problems that I believe this policy will lead to in the future.  There is no doubt 
that criminals and people who cause problems tend to go where the police are not.  That has certainly happened 
in some of the small settlements in my area, where the police do not have a great presence.  The police cannot be 
everywhere at once.  I understand that.  However, the small settlements are where quite a lot of problems that 
come through to my electorate office arise.  We will now need to include in that list of places the likes of 
Cranbrook, Wickepin and Dumbleyung.  We need to remember that Wickepin Police Station also served 
Yealering and Harrismith.  These are only small communities.  However, people are moving to these 
communities.  Housing prices in Perth and on the coast are causing many young people to move to the country, 
because work is available in country Western Australia today, contrary to what the housing minister said the 
other day.  People are moving to the country to get cheaper housing.  However, when people move, they 
sometimes take their issues with them.  That is fine.  We welcome these people.  We are sometimes criticised by 
people who say that we do not want families that have a few issues or problems, or whatever, to move to our 
town.  We do not mind these families moving to our town.  However, we need the resources to provide for these 
people.  One of those resources is police.  Dumbleyung Police Station services Kukerin.  That is a well-known 
and very important town.  It is a great football town.  It also services the small hamlet of Moulyinning.  
Mr J.C. Kobelke:  That is a fantastic town! 
Mr T.K. WALDRON:   It is a great town, Moulyinning!  I will bet my left leg - the Premier bet his left leg, but 
my left leg may be a bit shorter than the Premier’s left leg - that over the next 12 months, some issues will arise 
in some of these places.  I have no doubt that the police will do their best.  However, they cannot do it all from 
Narrogin or Mt Barker.  I am sure that other members will also highlight some issues that have arisen in their 
area.   
It came to our notice recently that a health plan was being developed in country Western Australia to get rid of 
the accident and emergency services in country areas, and the nursing posts, and to downgrade some of our 
hospitals.  We exposed that plan.  The Minister for Health acted very swiftly and said he did not know about that 
plan, it was ridiculous, and he would scrap it and provide the services that need to be provided.  I applaud the 
minister for that.  The Minister for Health does not always win support in my community, but he won a bit of 
support for that, because people saw that at least he was taking some action.  That is also what the Minister for 
Police should do.  That action could be taken swiftly, and it would be greatly appreciated.   
I highlight again the government’s responsibility for the closure of police stations.  In the lead-up to these 
closures, I would have thought the Commissioner of Police would have talked to the minister about it and 
obtained his okay for it.  Is that right? 
Mr J.C. Kobelke:  The Commissioner of Police had given me an indication some weeks before that these 
closures were being looked at.  He then came to me a few days before the closures and mentioned a number of 
towns, and that was the first time I had heard about it.   

Mr T.K. WALDRON:  Why did the minister not tell him that it was not on? 

Mr J.C. Kobelke:  Because I actually back the decision that he has made. 

Mr T.K. WALDRON:  Why? 

Mr J.C. KOBELKE:  I will answer that when I respond.    

Mr T.K. WALDRON:  Okay.  The minister needs to understand the depth of feeling in these communities 
about the way this was done.  I will give the minister a bit of advice.  Perhaps I am not the person who should be 
giving the minister advice, but I reckon I am a fair and reasonable person.  If the minister ever does this again, he 
should consult the people.  The minister cannot just tread on people like that.  It does not matter who the police 
commissioner is, who Tuck Waldron is, or who anyone else is.  The minister must show people a bit of respect.  
The community leaders in these towns work extremely hard.  Last night, I mentioned road safety.  I, along with 
the member for South Perth and many other members of this Parliament, support the minister on road safety.  
We may not always agree with everything the minister does but, generally, we back the minister.  I came to Perth 
to make the announcement with the minister and the member for South Perth to indicate our bipartisan support.  
However, a couple of days later, we heard that these country police stations would be closed.  That makes me 
think, “What is going on here?  Are we really dinkum about road safety?  Are we really thinking about the young 
kid who is driving back from Ravensthorpe late at night after he has worked at the mine, or whatever?”   

I will tell the minister a story that was emailed to me by a resident of Perth.  I will not read out all the email.  The 
person said that he was driving back from Esperance through Dumbleyung.  People often come back from 
Esperance via the back way through Dumbleyung.  When he got to Dumbleyung, it was about half past eight at 
night, and he and his wife were tired.  He said that he saw the welcoming lights of Dumbleyung, and he stopped 
at the local roadhouse to get something to eat and drink.  However, he got a bit nervous, because there was a 
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group of men in the roadhouse who had obviously had a few drinks and looked pretty menacing, and he was a bit 
fearful about his safety, until he saw the local police officer come in to pick up some takeaway food for his 
family.  The person made the point to me about how he suddenly felt safe because of the presence of that police 
officer.  That is just an isolated example, but it is interesting that someone from Perth would send that email to 
me.  We sometimes forget that it is not just the local people in these towns who are affected by crime.  A lot of 
the crimes that take place in country towns are committed against people who are passing through the town.  
Local people will do the best with local people.  There is often a lot of self-policing in country towns.  However, 
issues sometimes arise in country towns with New Zealand shearers and the local people.  This is what happened 
in Darkan.  When these issues arise, these towns need police to help defuse the situation, otherwise someone 
may get badly hurt at some stage.   

It is interesting, once again, that the minister says this is not his decision but is an operational matter.  When Bob 
Wiese was the Minister for Police, I sat down with him, and although he acknowledged that it was an operational 
issue, his words to me were, “Tuck, if I did not want these stations to be closed, and I was the minister, they 
were not closed.”  It was very interesting that after the public meeting, I tried to contact the minister, the Premier 
and the police commissioner, but they were all out of the country.  I finally got onto the Premier’s man, Kieran, 
and he was very good.  The public were saying, “Where are our leaders when these sorts of new decisions are 
made?  Why do they not front up?”  The public then saw the Minister for Police and the Premier at the opening 
of the new police station at Warmun the other day, and the press releases that were being flashed around.  I got a 
heap of phone calls about that.  What would the minister think if he was in the position that these people are in, 
with the police station in their area about to be closed?  Mike Dean copped a few phone calls about that, because 
a lot of people rang him up about this matter.  The government made the decision to build a police station at 
Warmun.  I think that is a great idea, by the way.  Recently, when I was with one of the minister’s colleagues, 
Hon Matt Benson-Lidholm, on the rural and remote education advisory committee, we went to Looma, which is 
south west of Derby, and we started talking about some general issues.  Something came up about the police, and 
the lady who is the leader of that community said that her community was going to get a police station, but it did 
not really want it.  I said surely it would be good to have a police station there.  She then said that it was not a 
priority for her community, but they were still going to get it.  I think they need it.  I think it is a good initiative 
to put a police station at Warmun.  However, we should also keep the police stations in the other country 
communities.  We are all Western Australians.  Warmun certainly needs a police station, but we also need police 
stations in our country communities.  I will leave it there and let other people have their say.  There is a real 
public distrust on this matter.  There is a real lack of confidence, and a feeling of being treated with contempt.  
The minister and his police commissioner have a big job to do if they are to win back the confidence of the 
people.   

People will question how closely they work with our local police.  That is a terrible thing.  I never want to see 
our people questioning that.  We have never done it in the past but I think it will occur at some time.  The 
minister should listen to the people.  He needs to go back to those shires and talk to the people there and show 
that he understands their concerns.  He has a responsibility to reopen those police stations, deliver fair and 
equitable policing and deliver safe and secure communities.   

MR P.D. OMODEI (Warren-Blackwood - Leader of the Opposition) [4.30 pm]:  The Liberal Party in 
Western Australia supports the retention of country police stations, particularly those small country police 
stations with two or three police officers.  The attitude of the current government to the closure of the six police 
stations at Cranbrook, Menzies, Wickepin, Gascoyne Junction, Trayning and Dumbleyung is arrogant in the 
extreme.  I agree with the member for Wagin.  When the government opens new police stations, why is it 
labelled a government initiative but when it closes them down, it is an operational matter?  That absolutely defies 
logic.  I support the opening of those new police stations, particularly in the north.  I notice that there is one at 
Warburton, which is a shire in its own right, Kalumburu, Balgo and Warakurna.  They have multifunction 
remote police officers who do more than just policing.  That is a good concept.  It is something that all members 
of Parliament and all Western Australians would support.   

The six police stations in regional Western Australia that have closed, some of them in electorates represented by 
Liberal members of the upper house and certainly by members of the National Party, are fundamentally 
important to these communities.  These are not just isolated communities.  If these communities had a large 
Indigenous population, would they remain open?  Would it be an initiative of the government to open a new 
police station in Cranbrook next year just before the election?  It begs the question as to why people in country 
regional WA are being treated differently by this Labor government.  It is destructive and discriminatory.  The 
important thing about these police stations is that they are in shires.  Cranbrook is a shire; it has a shire council.  
It has a library, sports facilities and a range of services for that community.  Likewise in Menzies, Wickepin, 
Gascoyne Junction and Trayning.  I want to make it very clear that on the election of an Omodei-led Liberal 
government in Western Australia, we will reopen these police stations because they are fundamental to the 
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structure and well-being of those communities.  The number of charges laid in each of those towns is relatively 
low but it is about more than that.   

When Parliament has been sitting, I have lived in Perth on and off for the past 18 and a half years.  I still do not 
know who my next-door neighbours are in Manning where I live and in Como.  Maybe that has something to do 
with the fact that I get home at 11.30 or 12 o’clock at night and leave the next morning at about 5.30 or 
6 o’clock.  Everyone knows who their neighbours are in every single one of these towns in regional Western 
Australia.  A lot of the policing is done by the community.  If somebody is hooning up and down the road in 
Perth, residents ring the police station.  In country WA, we get the numberplate, we know who it is, we ring the 
offender’s parents and say that young Johnny is ripping the street up.  He usually goes home and gets the belt.  
That is how the community works in country WA.  It is worse than that.  Police officers in those communities 
are part of the fabric of the town.  They are usually young people who have families and kids who attend school. 

Mr M.J. Cowper:  Coach the footy.   

Mr P.D. OMODEI:  Yes, they coach the football team or play in the football team.  They are part and parcel of 
the community.  They gain the confidence of the young people in particular in those communities.  They are 
usually part of the golf club or the bowling club.  They are part of the fabric of the community.  I think the 
minister has overlooked that.  He has completely overlooked the influence that those police officers and their 
wives, or policewomen in many cases, have in those communities. 

I do not know whether the minister realises that regional Western Australia’s population, particularly in the non-
regional centres, has been going backwards for quite some time.  If we look at the overall picture, some of them 
are starting to return.  They are coming back because people in the city are frightened to leave their doors 
unlocked.  People in the city certainly cannot leave their keys in their car, as has been the tradition in regional 
Western Australia for years, because it will be stolen for sure.  We have listened to those little old ladies who 
have been in the media over the past couple of weeks.  Not only do they have an alarm near the front door, but 
they also have one alongside the bed just in case they get an intruder.  This does not happen in regional Western 
Australia to any extent that I am aware of.  They are safe communities.   

We have had a sea change.  I predict that there will be a tree change.  People can sell their $800 000 homes in 
Perth and buy a house that is just as good in regional Western Australia for half the price and have some money 
left in their pocket.  They can live in a good community, be part of the fabric of that community and have a very 
good life.  It does not have to be a retiree.  It can be a young family, because the schools in those communities 
are very good.  The teachers are dedicated; they are part of the community.  If a police station is removed, three 
families are removed from the community and that could ultimately mean the closure of that primary school.  
There is a district high school in Northcliffe in my electorate.  That district high school, which is the heart and 
soul of that community, could be reduced to a primary school.  It is the biggest employer in that community.  
This is just short-sighted nonsense.   

The minister has to acknowledge that if he takes the credit for opening new police stations, he also has to take 
the ignominy of closing them.  We know that there are currently 100 sworn police officers performing desk 
duties in media, public affairs, human resources, strategy and performance, corporate programs and development 
and administrative staff in the commissioner’s office.  The Western Australia Police recruited only 22.5 police 
staff in 2005-06 and a further 6.5 police staff in 2006-07, who will apparently undertake functions previously 
completed by police officers.  That is all the minister has done.  There is huge scope to put unsworn people into 
the bureaucracy and shift some of these dedicated officers into the community.  We know that the police service 
was under strength by as many as 200 sworn officers in 2006.  Alarmingly, only 13.5 per cent of our police 
officers are on the streets on any given week night.  A total of 700 of the state’s 5 183 officers are on the street.  
It only rises to 1 000 on Saturday night.  That is mainly in the metropolitan area and regional centres.  In regional 
Western Australia, depending on when they play football, those police officers will be at the pub or at the betting 
agency on a Thursday or Friday night after football training.  They are part of the community.  It is very 
important that we keep those officers in those country towns.   

The member for Wagin talked about road safety.  We had a long debate last night.  It was a very constructive 
debate.  We had the benefit of hearing from the member for South Perth, the shadow Minister for Road Safety, 
who is working cooperatively with the government.  We have a cooperative effort.  I am very suspicious.  The 
minister welcomes that bipartisanship on road safety because a lot of people are dying on the roads.  It is better 
for the government to be seen to be acting cooperatively with the opposition rather than the opposition being 
critical of the government.  It would be very easy for us to stand in this house every day and give an example of 
some young or elderly person who has died on our roads.  The minister is putting them at greater risk by closing 
down these police stations.  It all comes down to that presence on the roads.  The police officers will not be able 
to cover the area.  The closure of these police stations puts a greater burden on them.  To suggest that a local 
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government shire would not have a police station adjacent to its local government offices does not make sense.  I 
believe that local government shires are the centre of municipalities.  They should have hospital facilities, good 
schools and a police station.  It is logical.  There is nothing scientific about it.  It just makes sense. 

At the same time, there are a number of options for the government to consider.  I believe that there is a great 
opportunity in the community now to bring back retired police officers as support officers in those police 
stations.  It may well be that the former minister, the member for Yokine, in his retirement may be able to go to a 
country town.  I am sure that he would wield the axe, as he did previously.  He could come down to Warren-
Blackwood.  We would welcome him with open arms.  It is an option.  With the employment situation as it is at 
this stage and with these people being in such demand, why would we not allow a couple of retired police 
officers, provided they are still reasonably fit and healthy, as most of them are, to work a couple of days a week 
in the local police station to make up the numbers, if it is a numbers issue?  However, it is more than that.  It is 
the fundamental issue of having a police presence in a town so that people are able to go into the station to renew 
their licences and all those kinds of things.  The centralisation of licensing places a great burden on elderly 
people in particular, who must travel long distances just to renew a licence, to get advice or to make a complaint.  
We know that the number of sworn police officers who are still in desk jobs is significant; it is well over 100. 

I went to Cranbrook to support the local member there, to make an announcement and to give some confidence 
back to those communities that in the near future there will be a government that will be prepared to reopen 
those police stations and restore confidence in the community.  I believe that the government wanted to make a 
sensible decision.  However, we do not always get it right in this business.  Every now and then we may make a 
decision, and when we see the results of that decision we may understand the situation better than we did when 
we first made the decision.  Therefore, we should reverse that decision if it was not a good one.  I think people 
would respect the minister, or the Premier, if he reversed the decision on this issue, because it is very important.  
The signal it delivers to people in regional Western Australia is that today it is their police station, tomorrow it 
will be their primary school and then it will be their nursing post.  The end result is that there will not be a town 
there.  As members in this house would know, at one stage in the history of Western Australia - it was not very 
long ago - it was a 50-50 situation; that is, half the people in Western Australia lived in the city and half in the 
regions.  Now it is 75-25.  However, the minister must not forget that a lot of those people who migrated to the 
city still have connections in the country. 

If the government thinks that it will get away with closing police stations, nursing posts and hospitals in regional 
Western Australia, that will be reflected in the ballot box.  Whether or not the government holds those Assembly 
seats, the Labor Party in Western Australia will still need upper house seats in those regions.  If the government 
wants to see its vote decimated, we will continue to remind the people of regional Western Australia that the 
Labor Party does not give a damn about them when it comes to these issues. 

The government made the announcements about these closures with no public consultation.  In an arrogant way, 
the government just started stripping Trayning, as was mentioned, of its station.  There is no doubt that the 
government probably intended to sell the stations.  The one commitment we have from the government - we will 
keep the government to it - is that at least it will keep those police stations in place so that we can man them at 
some time in the future. 

Many articles on this matter appeared in the media in the wheatbelt.  The Merredin-Wheatbelt Mercury ran an 
article on police stations and the hazards that were identified.  There was an article in The Narrogin Observer, 
the headline of which was “Policing fears for our towns”.  That article contained comments by the Dumbleyung 
shire president, Gordon Davidson, and Mr Leeson about the closure of stations.  At the Western Australian Local 
Government Association conference, a motion was moved to reopen those police stations.  In The West 
Australian, there was an article headed “Police station closures rile locals”.  In the Kalgoorlie Miner, there was 
an article headed “Police station to remain closed”.  That article referred to comments made by the Menzies shire 
president, Steve Tonkin.  Again in The West Australian of 7 July, there was a headline “Country police stations 
close”.  That was another big story.  In The Narrogin Observer of 11 July, there was a headline “Anger as cop 
shops close”.  That article stated that community leaders were expressing their anger and frustration about the 
lack of consultation across the board.  There was a headline in the Farm Weekly, “Cost shift leads to less Police”.  
That was another major headline.  That article quoted the comments on this issue of a number of local 
governments across the state.  Again, the Farm Weekly ran a story in which comments made by both the member 
for Stirling and me were quoted.  There was another headline in the Farm Weekly, “Cop shops chopped”.  These 
are headlines.  Again, there was a headline in the Farm Weekly, “Decision disappoints”.  There was a headline in 
the Countryman of Thursday, 12 July, “One vote, no value”.  That article again quoted the same disgruntled 
shire presidents, who were calling for an urgent meeting with the Premier.  There was a headline “Community 
outrage at police station closure” in The Wagin Argus.  There were articles in The Wagin Argus on a couple of 
occasions.  There was a headline in the Albany Advertiser, “Politicians speak out on cop shops”.  In the Great 
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Southern Herald, there was a headline “Action stations: Blockades plan in protest at cop shop closures”.  I 
commend the country newspapers for the way in which they took up the cause on behalf of country people.  
There was even a headline in the Manjimup-Bridgetown Times, “Call to protect region’s stations”.  There was a 
headline in the Albany and Great Southern Weekender, “Country people left with no voice?”.  It goes on.  I am 
only about halfway through them.  There are another half a dozen or so articles.  There was a headline in The 
West Australian, “Omodei vows to reopen country police stations”. 

This is an issue that worries me greatly.  We have a government that is prepared, on logistics alone, to make a 
commercial decision, without taking into account the community and social impacts of that decision.  This is 
fundamentally important.  If the minister can open police stations in the Kimberley, where nobody denies there is 
a great need, why can he not, if necessary, add a road safety aspect to these police stations?  Why not build them 
up and give them wider responsibilities?  Why not connect them to the local government or to the local 
community organisations, so that we can make sure that they stay open and are vibrant police stations? 

I will refer to road deaths.  In my home town, the statistics that came out of that road forum only last week 
showed that most road deaths occur when people are within three to five kilometres of their own home.  An 
ambulance driver who was almost in tears told me that in the past year he had gone to eight serious accidents that 
had resulted in the deaths of eight local people.  The government’s decision will take away the deterrent to 
unsafe driving on our roads.  I can tell the house that when I drive down Old Coast Road on my way home, the 
greatest deterrent to unsafe driving is when people see the red and blue lights flashing in the distance, whether or 
not the police car is parked on the side of the road.  That is the message from people everywhere in Western 
Australia.  I say to the minister that he should look at some of the police stations around the place.  He should go 
down to Bridgetown and look at the police station there.  He should go to Manjimup.  Seven or eight years ago, 
part of the police station and the courthouse was upgraded, and the rest was left.  In the Western Australian 
Police Union gazette, there was a photograph of the white ants underneath and in the roof of that police station.  
That is the sort of town that could take a bit of a boost at the moment.  The government should start constructing 
a new building.  If the government is not prepared to build it, it should let the private sector build it and the 
government should lease it back. 

[Member’s time extended.] 

Mr P.D. OMODEI:  I do not want to speak for very much longer, but I asked for an extension in case I needed 
more than the two minutes I had left. 

It is important that we keep police in our towns, and it is important that we have a good relationship between our 
police officers and our young people.  The road safety concept is doing that to some extent.  Last night I 
mentioned the defensive driving projects, including the one in my home town.  If we can spread them across the 
great southern, into the wheatbelt and around the rest of Western Australia, and have young kids learning how to 
drive a car at the speedway under supervision, there will be fewer accidents.  In the end, it is fundamentally 
important to have the police officers in a friendly relationship with not only the local fire and rescue people, but 
also the local schools.  If they gain the confidence of young kids, we will not have the extent of alcohol abuse 
and drug abuse and deaths on our country roads.  That is very important.  This is something that both the 
National and Liberal Parties hold very dear, as I am sure do Independent members as well.  This relationship is 
fundamental to the future of country towns in Western Australia.  A lot of very good people out there give up 
their time, such as those in local government who have to run their businesses as well as make a virtually unpaid 
voluntary contribution to the governance of their community.  Can members imagine how they would feel if they 
were the president of the Shire of Cranbrook and the government came along and with virtually no notice and no 
consultation closed the local police station?  It is the height of arrogance and ignorance.   

There is still some time for the government to recover some decorum, dignity or respect over this issue.  I 
implore the minister to take our comments seriously.  I will not accept this business of claiming that such police 
station closures are not within the role of the minister.  If the minister takes credit for directing significant 
amounts of money in his budget - this has occurred since time immemorial - to build, rebuild and open new 
police stations in Western Australia, he also must take the blame when he closes down police stations.  It should 
not be necessary to close any police stations in Western Australia.  I want the minister to remember that a lot of 
very small country towns, particularly those in the wheatbelt, in years gone by had not only police officers, but 
also fire brigades, cricket teams and football teams.  I know that this situation has changed and that it has been an 
evolutionary thing.  However, we should resist as much as we possibly can the temptation to remove service 
providers from regional towns.  The smaller the town, the more important it is.  The smaller the town, the more 
important it is to keep people in the country, to keep the country populated and to keep the country productive, 
so that they are healthy communities.  Members can look at football, for example, across regional Western 
Australia and compare it with the situation in the city, where all the city municipalities have football teams with 
all the best facilities in the world.  Nevertheless, more people are at a football match in downtown Dumbleyung, 
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Wickepin, Manjimup or Deanmill than would be found at a West Australian Football League match.  That is a 
fact.  When those country communities have grand finals in the next month or so, it will not be unusual to have 
3 000 or 4 000 people at a footy grand final event.  What will the government do?  It will close their police 
stations.  That is not acceptable.  I do not think the minister has realised the gravity of this situation.  I want him 
to reconsider and to use his commonsense.  

MR D.T. REDMAN (Stirling) [4.53 pm]:  I also support the motion moved by the member for Wagin.  I will 
highlight a number of points relating to the closure of these police stations and will support a number of points 
already made.   
About eight or nine months ago, I had a phone call from a constituent in Cranbrook who expressed some 
concerns, primarily about the behaviour of a couple of people up the street from him.  I think this was just after 
the original appointment of two police officers to the town.  The caller highlighted to me that one of the police 
officers was on leave and the other officer was off sick.  With people knowing that those officers were not able 
to respond, issues arose in the streets of Cranbrook.  My constituent wondered what was happening: how could 
somebody go on leave when somebody else was off sick?  He made that point very strongly.  The second point 
my constituent made was that he was suspicious that the police were looking at Cranbrook and the possibility of 
closing down its station.  He raised a conspiracy theory about how the first step was to put the two officers on 
leave, and the station closure would be worked out from there.  I phoned and talked to District Superintendent 
Ross Tomasini and asked him to confirm, for the benefit of my constituent, the position that the police 
department had in regard to Cranbrook.  He confirmed to me that there was no intention or plan to close the 
Cranbrook station.  That was some eight months ago.  Of course, we have seen the play since then: the police 
station is now closed, along with five other stations in regional Western Australia.  This is of serious concern to 
the community.   

When my constituent raised the issue of the police being away and the impact that had on behaviour in that town, 
I went and checked Hansard.  It was interesting to see a quote from Alan Carpenter, the now Premier, from 
Hansard of 12 August 1998.  He was referring to Coolbellup.  I believe closures of police stations have occurred 
at Coolbellup and Hilton, as he referred to in his response to my question yesterday.  He stated in 1998 - 

When police are on the streets in Coolbellup, the crime rate goes down.  When the police go away, the 
crime rate goes back up again. 

That point was highlighted by the members for Wagin and Warren-Blackwood; they said that the very presence 
of police has a strong influence on the level of crime, to a point that the impact of a police presence will not 
necessarily be seen through statistics.  Police presence has a great influence on a town that is not seen directly 
through statistics.  We need to be very careful about how we measure the impact of the presence of those police 
officers.   

I was very concerned by the constituent’s concerns.  I followed it up and the point was made that there were no 
plans to shut Cranbrook’s police station.  I then phoned the superintendent after the station was closed and asked 
him what had changed.  Apparently, some sort of review was done, and Cranbrook was one of the police stations 
targeted.  As the member for Wagin pointed out, it was closed on very short notice.  I think it went from three 
years to three weeks to three hours in terms of the police making that decision and shutting the police station.  Of 
course, the community is extremely concerned by that.  As mentioned already, a frontrunner in these issues is 
consultation.  Quite frankly, the police did not consult the community.  When the police were asked why not, 
they made the point that they knew people would be angry, so they just did it.  Again, that is holding the 
community in absolute contempt.   

A number of issues - I will raise some of them in Parliament - have not been managed well.  If we want these 
people and communities on side, we must understand that communities do not just comprise people living in 
houses.  These people are volunteers who are part of bushfire brigades and other public service operations, they 
are on shires, they manage assets in their communities and they manage community responses to issues that 
happen in other shires.  These people make a huge contribution to our state.  To not include them in a discussion 
about something as fundamental as the closure of a police station is holding them in absolute contempt.   

I must highlight that one of the issues that the lack of consultation has brought up is that no opportunity was 
provided for the communities to develop special ways to deliver services in their towns.  I fully appreciate and 
understand that as the population decreases in regional communities, we must look at smarter ways to deliver 
services.  That has happened with education and health, and, quite frankly, it could also happen with police.  By 
making decisions in this manner, no capacity or opportunity is provided for those communities to work out and 
support modified ways of delivering services in their community.  The community did not necessarily have to be 
without a police station, but there is no reason why we could not still have had two police officers living in 
Cranbrook and operating out of another facility, which could well have been a joint facility with the shire.  The 
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community had no capacity to even talk through and develop an outcome in that regard.  That is a sad loss in 
such a decision and in the way it was carried out.  It created a serious loss of trust.   

The member for Warren-Blackwood mentioned support from local government.  I have a copy of the minutes of 
the state council meeting of local government held recently.  A resolution was passed regarding policing cuts to 
rural communities.  Six points were fully carried at the meeting.  I might add that this was not just a meeting of 
the great southern zone of the Western Australian Local Government Association or some other zone; this was 
the state council meeting.  Therefore, these positions were supported by every single shire in Western Australia 
through that forum.  This resolution made statements about consultation, which is fundamental, as I have already 
talked about.  The second resolution passed at the meeting was to consult with local government about the 
decisions that might come from the review over the next 12 months.  The third resolution was to get a 
commitment that there would be no further closures of police stations.  The fourth resolution was to maintain the 
current level of policing.  The Minister for Police will argue that the current level of policing is being 
maintained, but I would contest that and will talk more about it in a minute.  The fifth resolution was to mandate 
full consultation with the Western Australian Local Government Association on other regional matters.  A 
number of decisions are being made in other areas and handed down, and the people do not have a chance to 
respond, to make adjustments or to consider modified service delivery.  We must get smarter in some of these 
areas.  That opportunity is being lost.  The last resolution was to undertake detailed research into the social 
impacts of such decisions.  That leads me to my next point about the business case for closing the police stations.  
I will again highlight that these resolutions were from the full state council of WALGA; it is not just a handful of 
renegade country shires that have a strong view on local issues.  It goes well beyond that.  That is a key issue, 
and the government should be very carefully taking note of it. 
The member for Wagin talked about the business case for the closure of the police stations.  That was one of the 
responses I got when I first asked why Cranbrook Police Station had been closed.  The business case does not 
stand up.  I have a lot of difficulty with that.  The business case will never stand up in regional areas in 
particular, and also in areas where there is a small population and a lot of distance between towns.  The business 
case does not stand up on electricity, water, policing or health.  It will never stand up.  I do not accept that it is 
good enough to say that the business case is the basis for making the decision to shut Cranbrook Police Station.  
If we were running on the basis of a business case for everything, we would have one member of Parliament for 
the country areas.  He or she would be the member for the country and the rest of the politicians would represent 
the middle of the city and would live in high-rise buildings.  That is how the business case would stand up on 
how services are delivered in Western Australia.  Frankly, that is not good enough.  I do not accept that it is good 
enough to look at an incident report and assess the closure of a police station. 
When I looked on the police website, I had to struggle to find anything on community policing.  Not very long 
ago “community policing” was a catchphrase.  The police talked about having a proactive role in the community 
and about how the police develop relationships with local communities so that they are able to leverage influence 
and have a positive impact on a community to stop unsavoury behaviour and to make people want to do the right 
thing.  In that way, the police get to know and understand the issues that they face.  I have a real difficulty with 
shutting Cranbrook Police Station, which I will focus on.  There has not been any increase in community 
policing.  It has gone backwards.  It will be a reactive process rather than a proactive one. 
I do not want to name names in my next example, but in one of the towns where the six police stations are being 
closed, a police officer developed a very strong relationship with the community.  A particular family in that 
town was exhibiting threatening behaviour.  The local officer developed a relationship with the children of that 
family, to the point that when one of the children left his home at night because he felt threatened, he knocked on 
the door of the local policeman.  That is proactive community policing, and it cannot be measured.  We must 
maintain a very localised presence in these communities to provide those sorts of services to protect children and 
to build relationships so that children in particular know where they can go and get support when they are 
threatened.  I have seen a concerning cultural shift away from proactive community policing to a business-case 
scenario that is reactive and centred on the bigger regional centres.  When the police at those centres receive a 
call, they tell people that they will see what they can do, and then they go and see them.  We should be 
concerned about that cultural shift. 
What is the cost of leaving Cranbrook Police Station and the other five police stations open?  The minister has 
already said that it is not a cost in terms of police, because he has said that of the two police officers who were 
stationed at Cranbrook, one will be sent to Tambellup and the other will go to Mt Barker; therefore, that is not a 
cost.  There is no saving there.  The policemen will need a house to live in, and so there is no saving there either.  
It does not matter whether the house is in Mt Barker, Tambellup or Cranbrook.  What does it cost?  It will cost a 
town a police station. 
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In 2003, members of the house debated the functional review that was looking at closing 22 police stations.  The 
member for Kalgoorlie was making strong protests at the time about the possible closure of 22 police stations.  
An article in the Kalgoorlie Miner on 9 April 2003 states -  

Kalgoorlie MLA Matt Birney said recommendation 62 in the Government Functional Review into WA 
Policing proposed the closure and sale of 22 police stations in order to save the government $320,000 in 
costs a year. 

What is the cost of leaving these police stations open?  When that functional review was occurring, there was a 
different set of circumstances.  We did not have the mining boom that we have now.  I can understand that the 
Treasurer must try to make the budget balance.  People were asked to cut costs.  Another quote I have from the 
Kalgoorlie Miner of 17 March 2003 is from Commander Lampard, who at the time was the north eastern 
regional police commander.  He referred to consultation regarding the closure of Menzies Police Station and 
said - 

“Prior to any decision being made, the community will be consulted . . .  
That resulted from the community arcing up on this issue.  The article continues - 

. . . the Government has asked us to look at rationalising and finding some savings.” 
That was in response to the functional review.  The circumstances today are quite different.  At that time, the 
government was chasing savings to balance the budget.  Right now we have an absolute boom and there is no 
shortage of money.  What has changed between then and now?  I will get on to that in a second. 

Mr M.J. Cowper:  Do you know how much it cost to build Kalumburu Police Station? 

Mr D.T. REDMAN:  No. 

Mr M.J. Cowper:  It was in the vicinity of $8 million or $10 million to build a police station in Kalumburu and 
to provide housing. 

Mr D.T. REDMAN:  I again highlight this point: what is the cost of leaving these police stations open?  I have a 
real struggle with the arguments that have been provided, except for the argument about police numbers.  That is 
an argument that has not been hit on.  The member for Wagin mentioned it.  Things seem to come back to that 
point.  What has changed?  The town of Cranbrook is growing.  It is bursting at the seams.  The shire is trying to 
find more land to house the people.  The shire contains the town of Frankland River, which recently changed its 
name from Frankland.  Cranbrook has got bigger.  One would have thought that that would take away the threat 
of closing the police station.  A reason for closing the police station at the time was that a disruptive family had 
moved away from the area and a family member had been incarcerated.  Therefore, the business of the police 
had been taken away.  What will happen if a disruptive family moves into the town?  Will the police station be 
reopened?  That is hardy likely.  I cannot see this as an issue of funding.  It must come back to the number of 
police in that area.  I will come back to that point at the end of my speech. 

There seems to be a shift in the government’s attitude.  I highlight some comments of the current Minister for 
Housing and Works, Hon Michelle Roberts, in response to a question from the then member for Roe, Ross 
Ainsworth, regarding the functional review in 2002.  On 25 February 2003, the minister’s response in Hansard 
regarding the potential closure of 22 police stations was - 

We have looked at this proposal and have said it is not in the interests of the people in country 
communities to close those stations, and I have rejected it out of hand. 

What has changed since then?  That was rejected when there was some pressure on funds and resources and, to 
her credit, she supported the country communities. 

Mr B.J. Grylls:  I did not think the minister had any say in it. 

Mr D.T. REDMAN:  The quote from the Premier, which is totally at odds with the position the government is 
taking, is about who makes the decisions.  The Premier and the minister are talking about this being an 
operational matter and not a decision that is made by the minister.  That is rubbish.  The minister could intervene 
and have those police stations open tomorrow.  That point has already been made very strongly.  I spoke of the 
north eastern region police commander, Murray Lampard, who made the comment that prior to any decision 
being made, the community would be consulted.  That was the position of senior police in 2003.  There seems to 
have been a cultural shift in the government’s attitude about how to manage dealing with these sorts of issues. 

Another matter that is not directly related to the closure of a police station highlights how these issues are 
managed and reflects on the short notice of this decision.  A member of staff of the Cranbrook Police Station was 
appointed four or five weeks prior to its closure.  He and his wife had previously lived in Perth.  His wife quit 
her job, to which a number of entitlements were attached.  She gave those up when they chose to move.  They 
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sold their house in Perth and moved to Cranbrook because they were motivated to live in the region and to live in 
Cranbrook.  However, within four weeks of their moving to Cranbrook, the police station closed.  This is not a 
matter of consulting with the community on the issue of closing a police station; it is about the management of 
human resources.  In the areas of policing and community service it is particularly important to look after staff as 
well as the community.  I am sure that those people are very disappointed about the circumstances that they find 
themselves in at very short notice. 

Some time ago I inquired about the number of police, as I do about staff numbers in other public service areas in 
the great southern.  I was told at the time that the great southern was some 17 police officers down on its 
complement.  The minister may confirm or deny that.  I have been trying to pursue the figures.  However, at the 
time I was told that the great southern was down by that number of police officers.  Therefore, I can only draw 
the conclusion that given the limited number of police officers in the area, which I guess is reflected in other 
regions, decisions must be made to reallocate resources to get the best service possible.   

[Member’s time extended.] 

Mr D.T. REDMAN:  Of course, services are being cut in six regional communities.  I do not accept that this is a 
positive move from a community policing perspective and from an allocation of resources perspective.  Perhaps 
this is the 2002-03 functional review playing out at a later date, post one vote, one value.   

The Cranbrook community is very concerned, as are the other five communities that are losing police stations.  It 
is not an acceptable decision.  I do not think that enough credence has been given to the greater benefit of higher 
community policing levels that could happen in those communities as a result of the presence of police stations 
and police.   

MR B.J. GRYLLS (Merredin - Leader of the National Party) [5.14 pm]:  I rise to support the motion of the 
member for Wagin that is before the Parliament today.  May I say how disappointed I am that the time chosen to 
close six country police stations was when the Premier, the Minister for Police and Emergency Services and the 
Commissioner of Police were out of the state.  How can we build the confidence of country communities in the 
idea that their services are not being slashed at every turn when probably the three most important people 
involved in a decision are away and the Assistant Commissioner of Police sweeps into town and announces that 
six country police stations will be closed?  No wonder country people are disgusted with that.  I do not know 
how the Minister for Police can be happy when that has happened on his watch.  We can argue about operational 
matters as much as we like, but the minister is the Minister for Police.  He must be here and take part in a debate 
like this.  Surely, there was a better way of doing this than waiting until these important people in the structure of 
the police force were out of the state before shutting six country police stations.   

Mr J.C. Kobelke:  That is not actually correct.  The Premier and I left two or three days after.  We were here on 
the day that the announcement was made and the following day or two.   

Mr B.J. GRYLLS:  I would have thought that the minister would regard it as an important issue on which he 
would get feedback and comment.  Country people feel they are being held in contempt because of issues such 
as this.  The notion that we cannot debate this because it is an operational matter creates a real problem.  How 
can I as a representative of the Trayning Police Station debate with Chris Dawson or Karl O’Callaghan?  

Mr J.C. Kobelke:  You can debate with me, and it is being done very well. 

Mr B.J. GRYLLS:  We do not get to debate with the minister because he says that it is an operational matter.   

Mr J.C. Kobelke:  I will get up, respond and answer the question.   

Mr B.J. GRYLLS:  I make the point that if Chris Dawson wants to make decisions such as this, and say in an 
offhand manner to hardworking, long-serving country community members who have travelled to a meeting to 
discuss a very important matter that they were not consulted because it was known that the community would 
not like the outcome and there was not any point in doing it, Chris Dawson is not fit to hold his job.  I have met 
Chris Dawson two times in the past month.  I have sat with him and had dinner.  He seemed to be a genuinely 
nice person, well on top of his job.  I had high regard for him.  However, my regard for Chris Dawson is now 
disgust, because he has treated country people in this way and treated me with contempt by talking to me for 
more than an hour at two functions we attended when this must have been on the agenda.  Chris Dawson failed 
to tell me.  Is that the way members of the government want assistant police commissioners to act?  A police 
commissioner could be attending a function with government members while planning to downgrade their local 
police station.  That would be disgusting behaviour, which we would not expect from anybody.  We do not 
expect it from senior people in the police force.  Chris Dawson should stand condemned for having the temerity 
to do this and for managing to do it in a way that is so offensive to country people.  As the member for Stirling 
said, let country people come up with a solution and an innovative way of solving the problem.  To sweep into 
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town, steal the police away and put them in another town is disgusting and not something that shows Chris 
Dawson to have the integrity to hold the position that he holds.  We need to respect senior police.  I had respect 
for Commissioner of Police O’Callaghan until now.  He has allowed this to happen.  I had respect for Chris 
Dawson, having met him twice in the past couple of months.  However, that respect has now disappeared 
because I cannot take him at face value.  The next time I sit with him, will he be telling me what will actually 
happen, or will he not tell me what will happen because it is politically expedient not to tell me?  In addition to 
that, there is no forum in which I, the elected representative of my community, can question, challenge and 
debate with him.  If Julian Grill must come to the Bar of the Parliament, so should Chris Dawson.  He should 
respond to the concerns and anger of country people because somehow in these circumstances we are told that it 
is an operational matter and so no debate can be entered into.  We are told that there is no way of changing the 
outcome; the decision has been made and that is it.  I thought we lived in a democracy and that we were elected 
to Parliament to have those debates and arguments and to put our case to argue why it should be done differently.  
If members opposite do not think that is right, they should support us on this motion.  If it can happen to our 
communities, there is no reason it cannot happen to their communities.   

Mr J.C. Kobelke:  It happened in my electorate of Nollamara.   

Mr B.J. GRYLLS:  I will just explain the difference with Nollamara, because we need to understand the 
intricacies.  In a Perth police precinct, where another police station is situated in an adjacent suburb and the head 
office is nearby, people are much closer to a response.  Members need to understand that Narrogin Police 
Station, which is the district office for police in the member for Wagin’s electorate, is not a 24-hour police 
station.  On some nights of the week all the police are off duty and home in bed asleep.  When an incident arises 
in Wickepin and the response must come from Narrogin, the current circumstances mean that a police officer 
who is in bed gets the call to respond.  The government is asking the community of Wickepin to accept that the 
police response time will be better than it was previously now that a policeman asleep in Narrogin, once 
contacted by central office, has to get his uniform on, get into the police car and respond to the incident.  It is 
absolutely farcical.  Nobody can explain to me with a straight face how that can happen.   
Mr J.C. Kobelke:  I accept that there are differences, but you will find that the amount of crime per policeman 
is a lot higher in Nollamara and Mirrabooka than in your area.  I accept those differences.   
Mr B.J. GRYLLS:  That is not what I am arguing about.  I do not argue that the amount of crime in Nollamara 
requires more police.  The minister has already told me that this is not about the WA Police Service’s budget; it 
is not a financial issue.  I have no problem with additional police being based in Nollamara if Nollamara needs 
more police to respond to crime.  What is occurring is that because the crime figures in Trayning and Wickepin 
are not as high as they are in Nollamara, police are being shifted from country towns.  That is unacceptable to 
me.   
Mr J.C. Kobelke:  We are not shifting them from your electorate to Nollamara.  We are shifting them within the 
region.   
Mr B.J. GRYLLS:  The minister said quite clearly that the response time from Narrogin to Wickepin would be 
very different from the response time if a policeman were still located in Wickepin.  I have covered crime and 
what the country police do compared with what the police do in Nollamara.  It is an important debate.  We do 
not deny that country WA does not have the rapes, murders and mayhem that occur in parts of the metropolitan 
area.  However, that does not diminish the need for a police presence.  It does not diminish the need to have the 
police drive past a pub on Friday night to make sure that people are not drinking and driving.  It does not mean 
that somebody doing a burnout in the main street in the middle of the night can think that there is no way the 
police will be sent to investigate.  
I refer to Trayning, which is in my electorate and is now under pressure.  The Trayning community wanted to 
raise the issue of the standard of the police station.  They were wary that they should not argue that the police 
station was not up to scratch because they were concerned it might be closed.  They came to me and I told them 
that I had sat with Chris Dawson twice in the past month and I had been given assurances by Mike Dean and in 
Parliament that the Trayning Police Station was not earmarked for closure.  They said, “Brendon, if that is the 
commitment you have given us, we can rightly say that the police station does not meet occupational health and 
safety standards and it needs to be upgraded.”  They did that in the past few months.  The shock of the chief 
executive officer at the Shire of Trayning on the morning the police shut the station was palpable.  The shire was 
so wary of raising the fact that the station did not meet occupational health and safety standards that it went to 
great pains to make sure that closing the station would not be on the agenda.  That is the reason I have lost faith 
in Chris Dawson - he spoke to me with forked tongue.  The minister needs to address that issue.  If senior high-
ranking policemen, such as Chris Dawson, are prepared to do that, there is a fundamental problem in the system.   
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Trayning is 77 kilometres from Merredin and the police station at Merredin is under-resourced.  The authorised 
strength is not operating in Merredin.  Chris Dawson, Karl O’Callaghan and the minister are trying to convince 
the Trayning community that even though they are 77 kilometres from Merredin, the police response time will 
be similar to what it was and the level of community policing will be better than it was.  They have a long way to 
go to convince them of that.   
A couple of months ago a break-in took place in Dowerin.  The minister responded to this incident on radio.  The 
break-in was reported and the caller was diverted to Northam.  The answer from the central police station at 
Northam was, “By the time we get to Dowerin these people will be long gone and we will respond to it in the 
morning.”  The Trayning community is aware of that incident.  Before the Trayning Police Station was closed, 
the community knew that when Northam was in charge of managing the Dowerin precinct, that town was 
completely let down.  The person on the phone said, “A break-in is occurring and the alarm is going off.  Get 
someone here as soon as possible.”  That person was told that it was no use getting a policeman out of bed 
because the people involved would be gone before they could get there.  How can local country communities 
have any faith in the policing system?  Trayning is supposed to be serviced by the police in Bencubbin, which is 
40 kilometres from Trayning.  A 24-hour roster will not operate at Bencubbin.  Once again the Bencubbin police 
will be in bed if they are called after hours.  Of course that does not convince the Trayning community that they 
will be well looked after.   
It is galling to country people that when there is a shortage of police, nurses and teachers in the metropolitan 
area, which is currently the case, the government talks about incentive plans to get policemen on the beat, 
teachers into schools and nurses into hospitals.  In country WA we have the same shortage, but there is no 
incentive program; however, the government talks about cutting the services.  It is targeting police stations and 
six country stations will be closed. 
Mrs J. Hughes:  You have a chip on your shoulder.   
Mr B.J. GRYLLS:  I do have a chip on my shoulder because in country policing, six police stations have been 
closed.  When faced with a shortage of registered nurses in my electorate a plan was put together by the Country 
Health Service to shut the emergency departments after hours.  

Mr J.C. Kobelke:  You said that there were incentives in the metropolitan area but not in the country.  It is 
exactly the opposite.  There are greater incentives in country areas.   
Mr B.J. GRYLLS:  I am explaining to the house the experience of country people over the past six months 
under this government.  Police stations have been closed.  A country health report indicates that, instead of trying 
to get registered nurses into that system to provide after-hours emergency care, 14 emergency departments 
should be shut after hours.   
Merredin Senior High School is operating six teachers short.  Certain subjects cannot be taught at that school, 
which is the biggest high school in my electorate.  There are shortages of teachers across the region.  That is 
what country people are experiencing and that is the reason the Premier was under pressure on ABC talkback 
radio yesterday.  Country people were saying that enough is enough.   
We have had a $2 billion budget surplus two years in a row and a $21 billion capital works program; however, 
when it comes to sufficient numbers of police, nurses and teachers, the government cannot get it right.   
Mr J.C. Kobelke:  You are getting more police, not less.  You have a good argument but don’t say things that 
aren’t true.   
Mr B.J. GRYLLS:  I come back to road safety.  The member for Kingsley told me I had a chip on my shoulder.  
The member for Kingsley may have better crime figures in her electorate than I have in Trayning and the other 
towns in my electorate.  However, my electorate beats the member for Kingsley’s electorate hands down in the 
number of road fatalities.  In the southern wheatbelt region the statistics show that there have been 44 deaths per 
100 000 road users.  In the metropolitan area the statistics show five deaths per 100 000.  Nobody would deny 
that the incidence of country road fatalities is out of control.  The minister has taken a proactive stand on that and 
we have all participated in trying to come up with a better plan for road safety.  My electorate might not have the 
number of murders and rapes that occur in the metropolitan area, but it has a high incidence of road fatalities.  
We would like a police presence on country roads.  A police presence would act as a deterrent and would pull 
the young kids into line when they are yahooing and doing wheelies in the main street in the middle of the night.  
They should be aware that there is a possibility that a police van will be along and they will be told to pull their 
head in, have their car confiscated and be charged.  I agree that in the southern wheatbelt region, which has just 
had a police station closed, there is not a high incidence of murder or rape, but there is eight times the number of 
road deaths in the metropolitan area.  I contend that the police officer in Trayning -  
Mr E.S. Ripper:  We have not lost police officers.   
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Mr B.J. GRYLLS:  I contend that police officer may not respond to violent crimes but he could be on the 
ground providing community policing, which is important.  Community policing should be about the region.  In 
Aboriginal communities the police have a set task and they respond to it.  In wheatbelt communities they have 
set tasks that they respond to.  In the metropolitan area they have different tasks.  Members of Parliament each 
have a different focus that depends on the needs of their electorate.  I do not think the public expects anything 
different from us.  Therefore, we should not expect anything different from our police.  That is the point the 
minister has missed.  Road safety is a very important issue for country towns.  It is very traumatic for towns such 
as Trayning, Wickepin and Cranbrook, which have recorded this figure of 44 deaths per 100 000 road users, to 
lose their police presence.  It does not matter whether a person dies at the hands of a murderer or behind the 
wheel of a motor vehicle.  The person is still dead, and that death still affects the community and has 
ramifications across the spectrum of that community.  We should do whatever it takes to stamp out road 
fatalities. 
I will finish my contribution by talking about what has happened with our police, nurses and teachers.  During 
these strong economic times in Western Australia, one of the fundamental problems is that the government of the 
day is doing everything it can to limit the pay rises of our police, nurses and teachers.  The government is trying 
to keep the pay increases for these people within a band of between two and five per cent.  Is that a fair call, 
minister?   
Mr J.C. Kobelke:  No.  Our policy a few years ago was three per cent, not less, which was above the rate of 
inflation.  Our policy for some years now has been to neither lead, nor lag behind, the general pay increases in 
the community.   
Mr B.J. GRYLLS:  I am happy to accept that.  I will work on three per cent for our police, nurses and teachers, 
whom I regard as providing essential services for our community.   
Mr J.C. Kobelke:  In the past year, the pay increases have been 4.5 per cent. 
Mr B.J. GRYLLS:  I am happy to accept that the figure is between three and five percent.  The problem is that 
the remainder of the Western Australian economy has moved far ahead of that, to between five and 15 per cent 
as a minimum.  The wages in the mining sector are well in excess of that figure.  
Mr E.S. Ripper:  Wage increase figures have actually been published that reveal that what this government is 
doing is consistent with what is happening in the private sector. 

Mr B.J. GRYLLS:  I am giving the minister the anecdotal evidence that I am being given. 

Mr E.S. Ripper:  There is something better than anecdotal evidence.  That is the Australian Bureau of Statistics’ 
figures for the growth in wages.   

Mr B.J. GRYLLS:  The Treasurer can run with the Bureau of Statistics.  I will run with the police, the nurses 
and the teachers from my electorate who talk to me.  They tell me that although the Western Australian economy 
is booming, their job prospects are being constrained by the government of the day.  I concede that both sides of 
government have always tried to maintain wage constraints.  However, the economy has moved far ahead of 
these people.  Therefore, they are now looking at other opportunities in the mining sector and in businesses that 
support the mining sector, and in other private sector jobs.  We have now reached the situation that we cannot 
attract and retain police, nurses and teachers in the system.  That is manifesting itself in the fact that the 
Department of Education and Training is happy to say to me, “Brendon, there are plenty of teachers in the 
system; they just will not go to the country.  There are plenty of police in the system; they just will not go to the 
country.  There are plenty of nurses in the system; they just will not go to the country.”  The government needs 
to ensure, at this time of economic surplus in this state, that the people who provide these essential services are 
rewarded for the work they do so that they will decide to stay in the system rather than move outside it.  I heard 
the other day that 50 per cent of the teachers who graduated last year decided not to take up a position with the 
Department of Education and Training.  When half the graduates decide not to take up a teaching position, there 
is obviously a fundamental problem with the delivery of this essential service.  Both the government and the 
opposition need to think about how we can attract and retain these people who are essential to the daily lives of 
every Western Australian.  If we do not do that, the shortage of police, nurses and teachers will continue, and 
Western Australia will be the worse for it.   

MR J.C. KOBELKE (Balcatta - Minister for Police and Emergency Services) [5.35 pm]:  Although I have 
some issues with the motion - which I will return to - I want to thank the member for Merredin for moving this 
motion and for raising this debate.  I also want to thank those members who have addressed this matter so far for 
putting so clearly and forcefully the real concern of many people in country towns.  I do not in any way 
underestimate the angst, concern and even anger that have been generated in some areas about the closure of a 
number of police stations in country towns.  It is appropriate that we debate this matter and discuss our 
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perspectives, because there will be different perspectives.  It is important also that we put forward our views; that 
is, that members put the view of the people in the towns in which police stations are to be closed, and that I put 
my view, based on the reasons that were given to me by the Commissioner of Police, which I accept and support.   

This motion condemns me as police minister, and the state government, for our recent decision to close six 
country police stations.  That is factually wrong.  It was not a decision of government.  It was a decision of the 
Commissioner of Police.   

Several members interjected. 

The ACTING SPEAKER (Dr S.C. Thomas):  Order!    

Mr J.C. KOBELKE:  Until now, we have managed to have a good debate.  I do not know what it is about my 
getting to my feet and trying to be rational that suddenly causes quite irrational comments to be made by 
members from the other side of the house who have yet to make a contribution to this debate.   
Several members interjected. 

The ACTING SPEAKER:  Order, member for Nedlands and member for Avon!    

Mr J.C. KOBELKE:  As I have said, although the members who have spoken before me may have a different 
view, they have all contributed in a positive way to the debate and have expressed very clear and rational 
sentiments.  However, as soon as I get to my feet, for some reason all sorts of irrational comments are made by 
members who have yet to make a contribution to this debate.  The point I was making is that the Commissioner 
of Police said to me that this was the decision that he was making.  I could have been in a position to try to talk 
him out of that.  However, based on the arguments that he put to me, I accepted that there were very good 
reasons for the closure of these police stations.  I was given an undertaking by the Commissioner of Police that 
there would be no reduction in the number of police in those regions and that it would actually improve - not 
diminish - the policing effort.  Again, I accept that that is clearly what is taking place. 
Several members interjected.    

The ACTING SPEAKER:  Members, if this continues, we will have some problems, because many members 
on my left have already been given a number of calls to order, and if the number of interjections remains at this 
level, some of those members will be leaving the chamber.  I ask members to allow the minister to continue, if 
not in complete silence, at least in relative silence.  

Mr J.C. KOBELKE:  Clearly, some emotion is involved with that decision, and that is understandable.  
However, we need to deal with the facts, otherwise we cannot move forward and ensure that policing is 
improved and that people understand the role that the police are playing and how they are seeking to improve 
safety in the community.  I will deal with the global picture first, because it is clear from some of the comments 
made by members that they do not understand what is happening with policing in this state.  The Commissioner 
of Police and his senior officers are very capable and competent men and women of integrity, and I certainly 
have complete confidence in them.  With the 250 additional police we provided in our first four years in 
government, we are well on the way to achieving 350 additional police officers in our next four-year term.  That 
will soon total 600 additional police officers.  That stands in stark contrast with the last four years of the Liberal 
coalition government, when not one additional police officer was employed.  In fact, there was no expansion of 
the WA Police in the coalition’s four years in government.  In the next two years, we will have delivered an 
additional 600 police officers.  These are the figures that have been provided by WA Police, yet members 
opposite do not want to accept them.  If members opposite do not want to accept this proper and factual 
information, they clearly cannot deal with the issue of improving policing and safety in their communities.  The 
WA Police, under Commissioner Karl O’Callaghan, has actually done far more than that.  It has actually, 
through the Frontline First policy, made sure that police officers are undertaking front-line duties to the greatest 
extent possible, thereby providing improved safety for the community.  That has led to a reduction in a range of 
major crime rates, and an improvement in the cleanup rates.  These are the results that we have been getting 
quarter after quarter through this increased policing effort.  One part of that improved effort is that in this four-
year term of government, we have funded an extra 160 public servants to replace the police on desk jobs so that 
they can be put onto the front line.  That has been a key element of our policing strategy.  Therefore, in addition 
to the hundreds of police who have been added to the WA Police, extra police officers have been sent to the front 
line to increase the number of police in the community.  This government has also established a traffic 
enforcement group, which comprises dedicated officers in a range of vehicles who are patrolling not only 
metropolitan roads, but also major highways.  That did not exist a few years ago.  That is part of the improved 
Frontline First policing effort.  The figures speak for themselves.  The resourcing of the WA Police is 18 per cent 
higher per head of population than the national average across the other states.   

Mr M.W. Trenorden:  What about the $300 million that you spent on the failed computer program?   
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Mr J.C. KOBELKE:  That mismanagement occurred in the opposition’s term of government.  We have cleaned 
up that mess and have implemented programs.  We have put in the resources so that the police are better 
resourced.   

Members ask whether I am satisfied as police minister.  No, I want more!  I want to ensure that we have a bigger 
police effort out there in the community.  The Treasurer sometimes has a concern about that.  We have to look at 
what we have achieved.  We have put on extra police, we have implemented Frontline First and we have a higher 
level of resources, so we are well above the national average per head of population for investment in our police.  
It is not about a lack of resources; it is about how Frontline First is unfolding and how we can ensure that our 
communities are safer and we get the best possible return in that investment right throughout Western Australia.   

Clearly, there is a good reason that some people will have some angst and concern when a police station closes 
down in their area.  I raised the issue of Nollamara.  I admit upfront that there is a huge difference between 
closing a police station in a suburban area where the next station is only a couple of kilometres away and closing 
a station where the nearest station is 50 or 70 kilometres away.  There are clearly major differences but there are 
many other differences relating to the demand in those areas, the rate of crime and how we can ensure that police 
are fully operational.  Of the stations that are being closed, other than Ongerup they were all single-officer 
stations until 2005.  Since 2005, under this government for the first time police have been covered by 
occupational health and safety provisions, which required officers to work in pairs.  Single-officer stations were 
expanded to having two officers, not because there was a need for it in these particular towns but because of the 
occupational health and safety issue.  It goes further.  If a police station gets a call-out now, under current 
operational procedures, a police officer would not be able to respond because his or her partner may not be 
available.  The officer’s partner may be on leave, may be sick or may be away doing other work.  In most of the 
towns that have two officers and whose station has been closed, an officer has gone to other towns close by so 
the two-officer town nearby becomes a three-officer town.  That leads to improved policing.  Now when there is 
a call-out, only two of the three officers have to be operational.  Therefore, more officers are fully operational 
more of the time.  It is a simple fact of numbers.   

Again, I acknowledge that there are a huge range of differences between a police station in Nollamara and police 
stations in country towns.  Policing in my electorate improved when a police station in Nollamara was closed 
and amalgamated with other police stations, even though it covered a bigger area and people said that they 
wanted the police station in their suburb, not one or two suburbs away.  When bigger stations cover a bigger 
area, we end up with greater operational efficiency.  Police are in an operational capability a greater percentage 
of the time.  In a two-officer station in a small country town, one officer may be stuck in the office, not doing 
active policing for a greater percentage of the time because only one officer is available.  We had a complaint 
from a town in the north west only a few months ago after an armed hold-up.  There were two officers in that 
town.  One was out of town on the day of the hold-up.  The other officer could not respond.  He had to wait until 
officers from another police station 60 or 80 kilometres away, which had two police officers, could get to that 
town so he could respond to the armed hold-up.   

There are a range of operational issues involved in the way that we need to operate, not only because of 
occupational health and safety issues but also because of improved mobility.  We certainly have improved air 
wings so if there is a major issue, we can get people in from Perth such as officers from the Tactical Response 
Group.  We have improved communications systems.  When we put all those together, how will we deliver 
improved policing for people in that region?  I am certainly convinced after speaking to the commissioner and 
senior officers that in most cases this will improve policing in these regions.  That is an important part of the 
whole mix.  It is not all of it.  I accept the good arguments put by members in the debate earlier that there are 
some scenarios whereby people will be worse off as a result of the closure of police stations.  If people talk it up 
too much, people will certainly be worse off in perception.  The perception of a local officer is important.  
Therefore, there will be times when people’s behaviour will be ameliorated or changed because they know a 
police officer lives 10 houses down the road.  If the police officer is 50 kilometres away in the next town, that 
perception is an issue.  I accept that.  When we look at the straight operational side, yes, policing can be 
improved because we will have more officers operational for more of the time.   

Some members raised the issue of road safety and police patrols.  I am certainly convinced that we will now 
have better police patrols because police do not just patrol in the towns; they patrol the roads around the towns.  
If there is a requirement to have two officers in a patrol, now that three officers are in a nearby town they will be 
effective and operational a greater percentage of the time than when only two officers are there.  In terms of the 
current mode of operation of police, there are very good reasons that we get greater efficiency with three-officer 
stations further apart than having a greater number of two-officer stations. 
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I accept that local issues are important.  There is the issue of perception and the fact that police officers are an 
integral part of the community.  When they live in the next town, they are not likely to play for the local football 
team or coach the juniors.  Those things are very valuable. 

Mr T.K. Waldron:  Are you going to close the rest of the two-man stations? 

Mr J.C. KOBELKE:  No. 

Mr T.K. Waldron:  That is what you’re saying. 

Mr B.J. Grylls:  Two-man police stations don’t work.  You just told us that.   

Mr J.C. KOBELKE:  This is where the Leader of the National Party jumps to his logical absurdities by simply 
taking part of what I say and not listening to the whole argument.  I am saying that if we want to improve 
operational policing, a clear part of the strategy is having a smaller number of large stations.  We looked at the 
actual number of call-outs in these particular towns.  I may be wrong because I read the brief a few weeks ago 
but there were five call-outs in 12 months at the police station in Menzies, which was closed.  There is a clear 
issue in Menzies with traffic safety, road trains and a lot of transport.  Again, the issue of patrolling the road can 
be handled well from Leonora and Kalgoorlie.  It does not have to be handled from Menzies.  We looked at 
particular issues with stations and at the demand there.  If policing in the region could be improved by closing 
the station and shifting officers, that decision was made.  I was not privy to the numbers, the consultation or 
whatever took place.  I accept what members have said very clearly, that the consultation with the local 
community was clearly quite inadequate.  I hoped that more could have been done in that area. 

Mr M.J. Cowper:  In that situation with Menzies, you are saying that it could be covered by other towns nearby.  
At a quarter to 12 when the pubs shut and the drunk drivers are driving home, where do you think the police 
officers will be?  Will they be outside the Menzies hotel or down the road? 

Mr J.C. KOBELKE:  The member has to take account of what I said earlier.  Menzies was a two-officer 
station.  I understand that neither of those officers lived in Menzies.  They used to come in for their shifts.  Their 
families were not in Menzies.  How many hours a week would they have to spend there to be outside the pub 
when it closes?  It would be very few normal operational hours.  We have to take account of the level of service 
we currently get from a two-officer station.  It is not as high as some people assume.  Some people assume that 
because we have a police station, we have two officers there and 24-hour a day, seven-day a week policing.  That 
is clearly not the case.  Clearly, if there is an emergency and they are off duty, they are closer and they can come 
back on duty.  That is an advantage.  Members should not build up this totally false image that because there is a 
two-officer station in a small town, those officers are available 24 hours a day, seven days a week.  That is not 
the case.  When they are away, attending court, on leave, sick or on other police business such as training, and 
the station is reduced to one officer, the number of operational hours in that station is considerably less than it 
would be in a three-officer station.   

Mr M.J. Cowper:  Once upon a time they used to relieve officers who were on leave.   

Mr J.C. KOBELKE:  They do that to a much more limited extent.  It is done in some cases. 

Mr M.J. Cowper:  That is how they used to do it in the past.  You are correct in relation to occupational health 
and safety but there are other reasons you should have two men in police stations, and one is the fact that the 
courts will never convict on the sole evidence of a single officer so therefore you do need the two officers, and 
that’s a given.   

Mr J.C. KOBELKE:  This gets back to what I am saying.  Operationally, we need two officers. 

Mr M.J. Cowper:  I defy you to - 

Mr J.C. KOBELKE:  The member can make his contribution later.  I have taken his interjection.  The point I 
am making is that if three officers are based at the same station, two officers will be operational to the full extent 
for much more of the time, and that will improve policing throughout the region.  In fact, in the past two years 
we have put an additional 67 police officers into country police stations.  Therefore, we have expanded the 
numbers.  We have resourced the stations, and we want to make sure that we get the best possible results from 
those police.  That is the case that was put to me by the Commissioner of Police to justify why he was doing this.  
I think it stands up to scrutiny.  It makes good sense to me, and I give my full support to that decision.  I am 
happy to stand in this place and justify it, and take the arguments from members opposite.  However, I recognise 
that there are other factors surrounding that decision that are seen as negative impacts on small country towns.  
They are real; I accept that.  However, the issue is that when we look at the performance of WA Police, with the 
resources it has been given and with the leadership of the current commissioner, we see that crime rates are 
going down and clean-up rates are going up.  It is very difficult for me to then say to the commissioner that I 
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want him to run the force a little less efficiently because people in a certain town will feel much more confident 
having the police in their town.  That is basically what members opposite would be asking me to put to the 
commissioner.  I am not willing to put that argument to the commissioner.  I think he is making the right call, 
because we can see the results of Frontline First and that very proactive policing, whereby we are making sure 
that our police are operational for the maximum time possible and that they are on the front line providing the 
support that the community wants. 

Mr M.J. Cowper:  Minister, did you pick up the phone and ring any of the local governments down there and 
ask for their opinion? 

Mr J.C. KOBELKE:  No, I did not. 

Mr M.J. Cowper:  Why not? 

Mr J.C. KOBELKE:  As I said, it is a decision of the commissioner, which he put to me, and I fully backed it. 

Mr M.J. Cowper:  When the Brunswick Police Station was closed, which I had a lot to do with, at least the 
minister of the day and the police went down to a community forum and stood in the town hall and discussed the 
issues with the local community.  Have you done any of that? 

Mr J.C. KOBELKE:  No.  I just acknowledged that I had not.  However, I will look at what has happened over 
the past few years.  In 1996, the former government closed the Medina and Eneabba Police Stations.  Again, in 
1998, the coalition government closed the Brentwood Police Station, the Nollamara Police Station and for a 
while the Hilton Police Station.  The Wickham Police Station also was closed for a time.  In 2000, the former 
government closed the Broomehill Police Station.  Other stations were closed, but they were replaced.  I am not 
talking about stations that were closed and replaced with another one in almost the same location.  That is the list 
of stations closed by the previous government.  When we came to government in 2001, the Port Hedland Police 
Station was closed, as were the stations at Victoria Park, South Perth, Brunswick, Nedlands, New Norcia, North 
Perth, Maylands and Innaloo.  Therefore, governments of all persuasions have the closure of police stations 
attributed to them, and now, of course, we have these more recent ones. 
However, if we look at Frontline First and ensuring that police officers are out in the community providing the 
best possible support for the community and promoting community safety, we should then look to the issue at 
Ongerup.  Ongerup is a town that has a very small population.  Jerramungup is on the highway.  In fact, the 
petrol station in Ongerup closed, so the police have to drive to Jerramungup to fill up their car at the service 
station.  However, south of that area, at Bremer Bay, there is a burgeoning town, which in the holiday season, I 
am told, attracts thousands of people.  Therefore, it makes much more sense to have the police station relocated 
to Jerramungup, on the highway, so that it is better able to service that whole area. 
Mr T.K. Waldron:  I think you are going to need a police station in Bremer Bay as well. 
Mr J.C. KOBELKE:  We may in the future, but the issue is that it will be much better having those resources in 
Jerramungup.  Although I understand that the people in Ongerup will not be happy with that, the fact is that to 
make sure we get the most effective policing in that region, I accept the argument that it makes much more sense 
to build a station at Jerramungup so that we can cover that whole area.  The decisions on all those make good 
sense to improve policing for the region.  They are not about simply trying to take away police or to cut costs.  
They are about making sure that the resourcing that we have put into the area will be put to the best use.  I have 
made clear that per head of population, the police presence is 18 per cent higher, on average, than that in all the 
other states.  Therefore, it is clearly not a matter of penny pinching. 

In an earlier contribution to the debate, it was pointed out that there was a Machinery of Government Taskforce 
review of how costs could be cut to get more efficient government.  That was a report from within government, 
not from the police, which meant that we would have had to go to the police and say, “We’re cutting the funds.  
You’ll need to do this.”  That was never done by the previous minister.  Therefore, it is very different from this 
case, because the suggestion of efficiencies in closing police stations came from a government-appointed 
committee.  The government did not accept that recommendation, so it never became an issue of then consulting 
with the police to see whether funds would be cut to force the commissioner of the day to take that action. 

Clearly, this is a matter that has caused considerable angst in these towns.  That is understandable, because the 
relationship that these towns have with their local police officers is very special.  They give great support to their 
officers, and in return the officers make an incredible contribution to these towns well beyond their role as police 
officers.  Of course, that is a loss to those towns.  However, these changes will improve safety in the whole 
region and ensure that police officers are operational for the largest percentage of time possible.  The 
undertaking given by the deputy commissioner, as I understand it, was not to liquidate, remove, demolish or sell 
off these properties, so the situation can be assessed to see whether these changes will deliver the anticipated 
outcomes.  I certainly accept with some confidence the undertaking that the police will ensure that policing is not 
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reduced.  However, that review will provide us with the opportunity of seeing whether that proves to be correct 
on the ground in these areas. 

Mr B.J. Grylls:  Given that you have a lot of facts about why this will deliver better outcomes to the 
community, why would Chris Dawson say to the shires, “You wouldn’t have liked what we were doing, so there 
was no point consulting you”?  Given that you have all that information, so that you could stand in front of a 
community and say, “This is why we are doing it”, and take questions, do you concede that it was a mistake not 
to have had this discussion with the communities rather than with the Parliament three weeks after - 

Mr J.C. KOBELKE:  I have already said that I would have liked the consultation to be handled much better, 
because in fact there was none, and that caused me concern.  However, the Leader of the National Party said that 
he had met with Deputy Commissioner Dawson and that the deputy commissioner had not explained these things 
to him.  Several weeks beforehand, he may have been aware that towns were under review.  However, as the 
commissioner was the person handling it, he may or may not - I do not know - have been aware of which towns 
were under serious consideration, because it was only a day or two before the announcement that I became aware 
that the stations in these towns were under serious consideration. 

Mr B.J. Grylls:  Why didn’t you say, “Why don’t we take another three weeks and actually go out and speak to 
these communities about this?” 

Mr J.C. KOBELKE:  With the benefit of hindsight, I think we certainly could have handled it better.  However, 
the fact is that the decision has been made.  I accept that the reasons of the commissioner were certainly good 
ones.  I have confidence that this will ensure that we improve the effectiveness of policing throughout these 
regions.  Although there is clearly angst, concern and anger in those towns that have lost their stations, I do not 
think that those feelings are necessarily coming from the town next door that now has an extra policeman, 
meaning that there will be three policemen, and the level of their operational ability will be lifted, not only for 
that town, but also for the whole area.  Members opposite well know that these police officers do not spend their 
time just sitting in a town all the time.  They have to cover their district, and they get around the region.  They 
will do that in a far more effective way if they are co-located, so that when an officer is caught up on particular 
duties, whether he is doing paperwork or is called away on other duties, two officers will be available for a larger 
percentage of the time, and that will mean that fully operational police will be able to provide the services that 
these communities are asking for and clearly have a right to expect. 
Therefore, I cannot accept the motion.  I thank members for their contributions to the debate, and the member for 
Wagin for bringing on this debate.  It is an important matter.  However, the way in which the motion is worded 
simply does not reflect the facts, and therefore the government cannot support it.   

MR M.J. COWPER (Murray) [6.00 pm]:  I believe that the Minister for Police and Emergency Services is 
being disingenuous when he says that there are more police officers in the country regions, because that does not 
paint the true picture of what is happening in the regional areas.  In his speech, the minister touched in part on 
the number of police officers that we can muster and put on our roads being an issue of occupational health and 
safety.  That has a huge impact on senior police officers being able to put men in police vehicles to be highly 
visual on the roads.  I made the point by way of interjection that the courts will not convict someone on the 
uncorroborated evidence of a single police officer.  In most situations, it is necessary for two police officers to 
corroborate the evidence.  I can give members an example of when I have been in court on a matter of a car 
having overtaken a vehicle on double white lines and the driver has been found guilty on the evidence.  
However, because a precedent has been set to the effect that the courts will not convict a person on the 
uncorroborated evidence of a single police officer, the charge has been thrown out. 

I will give members a personal experience of the closure of police stations and the effect it has on towns.  The 
Brunswick Police Station was closed by the former Liberal government but was reopened just down the road at 
Australind.  I was the inaugural officer in charge of that police station and had a complement of 13 police 
officers.  The old Brunswick Police Station had just two officers.  The building was built in 1950.  In many 
country towns, the police buildings do not meet the contemporary policing needs of today’s society.  Other 
things also come into play, such as the lock-up procedures that resulted from the royal commission into deaths in 
custody.  Police stations must meet certain standards to be able to retain prisoners overnight.  A prisoner cannot 
be left unsupervised in a police station at any time.  The prisoners must be transferred to a regional centre. 

Mr J.C. Kobelke:  You would not deny that there was still angst and anger in Brunswick because of the closure 
of that police station. 

Mr M.J. COWPER:  I am acutely aware of the situation because I was the public face left there to deal with 
that extraordinary situation, which was poorly handled by the then Court government.  Deputy Commissioner 
Porter and a number of other people visited the station and held community forums.  The town hall was packed.  
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As a bit of a pay-off, they said that the officer in charge of the Australind Police Station would live in 
Brunswick.  That threw me right out because I had a block of land and a house lined up and I was going to move 
my children and family there to be part of the community.  However, because I was required to move into the 
most decrepit house members have seen in their lives, my wife had one good look at it and said that she was 
gone.  That is how these types of decisions will impact on officers and on the morale of the police service. 

I heard the Premier yesterday talk about his cousin who was a former officer in charge of the Cranbrook Police 
Station at one stage.  I wonder whether it was Andy Pring.  He was in charge of the Cranbrook Police Station 
when I was in charge of the Denmark Police Station.  I recall having to support him when he needed support.  
The four officers of mine from Denmark went through Mt Barker to Cranbrook to give him a hand.  They had a 
spate of fatal traffic accidents between Narrikup through the ridge at Mt Barker, where there is a winery on the 
left-hand side, through to Cranbrook and almost up to Beaufort River.  The string of accidents was phenomenal.  
I will tell the minister about country people.  I am not sure whether he has had the privilege to live in regional 
Western Australia.  Country people have a sense of community that cannot be understood unless one has lived 
there.  I am sure that escapes many people who live in the metropolitan area, to their detriment.  The Cranbrook 
Lions group started a Driver Reviver campaign, which was one of the first of its kind in Australia.  I can still see 
the gentleman on the left-hand side of the road who used to stop travellers and give them a Kit Kat and a cup of 
tea.  They wanted to do something tangible to reduce the death toll on our roads.  That committee meets 
bi-monthly.  Guess where it meets?  It meets at the Cranbrook Police Station.  If the police station is taken away, 
they will have to find somewhere else to hold their meetings. 

Police officers, school teachers and medical personnel are the glue that holds communities together.  If one 
component is taken away, it all falls apart.  It is like baking a cake.  The closure of the police station will not 
only impact on the community of Cranbrook regarding safety on their roads, but will also have other far-
reaching implications.  People are already drifting away from regional areas to the coast.  My electorate in the 
Peel region is the recipient of many people who are moving off the land.  The point was made today that all 
those people have contact with other people in the regions.  They talk about the rainfall at Varley, the back of 
Hyden or Kulin and other places.  The government should not be mistaken and believe that this will not have an 
electoral impact on the members who occupy seats in the metropolitan area.  I can guarantee that just about 
everyone in the metropolitan area knows someone who lives in the bush. 

Mr J.R. Quigley:  Or someone who used to.  They have all moved to Perth. 

Mr M.J. COWPER:  That is what I am saying.  There is a high incidence of depression in the wheatbelt in 
particular.  These people have a sense that they are being left to their own devices.  Much of that is due to the 
number of droughts, the money that they are getting for their produce, the cost of fuel and the fact that the small 
farms are not viable and must be made bigger to make a quid.  The small farms have been incorporated into 
bigger farms.  Many people have sold their small farms and have moved on.  That results in fewer people living 
in the regions.  These matters are all part of the ailment that currently exists in the regions.  However, country 
people compensate for the problems they have with their sense of community.  The important parts of the 
communities are the football and tennis clubs and the various organisations that are formed so that people can 
band together and feel a sense of fellowship, mainly for their own sanity.  Unfortunately, all too many people are 
unable to cope.  I am sad to hear about the situation in Menzies.  That is typical of what is happening in society 
today.  We have fly in, fly out operations.  I do not agree with that in any shape or form.  That takes away from 
the fabric of the communities.  People in the regions make their own fun.  They do not have access to fancy 
theatres and cannot see a band on a Friday night.  After footy training they will grab a carton and go down to the 
gravel pit for a bit of fellowship. 

Mr M.W. Trenorden interjected. 

Mr M.J. COWPER:  Exactly.  The police officers know who everyone is.  When I was in charge of the 
Denmark Police Station, the traffic officers were taken out of the small towns and were put in Albany and 
Katanning.  I had a traffic patrol car taken from me in Denmark, and that was the worst thing that ever happened.  
I am glad to say that the traffic car has since been replaced.  The town traffic officer was a specialist in his field.  
He knew who was coming onto the scene, who would be a potential problem and what circles people moved in.  
When someone did a burnout down the road, the traffic officer worked out who it was and would whisper in the 
shell-like of the young person.  That cannot be valued in dollars and cents.  The problem with the police service 
is that it is in crisis.  If the minister does not believe that it is in crisis, he should read some of the emails that I 
have received from my former colleagues.  The police services have been centralised, which is creating 
isolationism, and that is impacting profoundly on our communities. 
Six police stations will close down.  Let us look at where they are.  I am not casting any aspersions about this, 
but they are all in conservative seats. 
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Mr J.C. Kobelke:  That is not true. 

Mr M.J. COWPER:  Gascoyne Junction is the exception. 

Mr J.C. Kobelke:  Menzies. 

Mr M.J. COWPER:  Menzies.  Let us look at the other stations that are earmarked for closure.  Why did the 
minister not close the Yarloop Police Station?  It is 15 kilometres from Harvey, but the government promised at 
the last election that it would not close Yarloop.  I wonder how long it will take before that police station is 
earmarked.  I wonder what will happen to the other two-man police stations.   
As a result of the housing crisis, which has seen the price of houses in Perth increase, people will start moving to 
regional areas.  All of a sudden, places such as Wagin, Northam, Merredin, Katanning and Narrogin - Mt Barker 
is also a great place to live - will become very popular, because people will be able to afford to live in those 
towns.  That is great, because it will reverse the centralisation of people in Perth.  The over-inflated cost of living 
in Perth is crazy.  When people move to those towns, I am sure they will experience a sense of community that 
cannot be written down in the bottom right-hand corner of a spreadsheet.   
I understand that the Western Australia Police works on a system called output-based management.  It has to set 
a certain number of targets for certain things and it must ensure that there are outcomes for the money that is 
allocated.  That is how it operates.  That form of accounting was thrown out years ago by the big corporations in 
America, and yet we are still going down the road of trying to say that an allocation of X amount of money 
should provide X amount of traffic contacts on our roads.  We are all aware that the police in the northern 
suburbs were going around car parks because they could not meet their targets.  That is a crazy situation.   
The number of police stations that will potentially be closed is 27.  How long will it take before they get the 
knife?  Will the Minister for Police and Emergency Services advise whether he will close the Dwellingup Police 
Station, which is in my electorate?  I fought hard to have a second police officer man that station.  If those police 
officers are removed from that area, I guarantee that the bikies will move in.  The removal of a police presence in 
rural towns will mean that the bikies will move in.   

Mr J.C. Kobelke:  The Commissioner of Police gave an assurance that there wouldn’t be an ongoing review of 
other stations. 

Mr M.J. COWPER:  Those reviews are known as AFRs in the Western Australia Police.  An opposition 
member referred to them earlier.  They are financial reviews.  I will not tell members what the police officers 
call them, but the acronym is very similar.  Every time there is a review, police officers duck for cover.  
Unfortunately, the minister is trying to wash his hands like Pontius Pilate; he has said that this situation has 
nothing to do with him and that the closing of police stations is an operational matter.  As the Leader of the 
Opposition said, the government is all song and dance when new police stations are opened.  I commend the 
government for building the police stations that it is building in remote communities.  I was one of those who 
advocated for them many years ago.  It took the handing down of the Gordon report to bring them on.  That is 
great stuff.  However, the government should not rob Peter to pay Paul.  The cost of building those police 
stations is between $8 million and $10 million.  The police stations themselves do not cost that much.  Some of 
that money will be used to provide housing for the officer in charge and his men and for Department for 
Communities staff, because I understand that they will be multifunctional police stations.  The costs are right up 
there, mainly due to the fact that the stations are in remote areas.  It costs a lot of money to build in those areas 
and to transfer police officers and their families.  A company in my electorate that builds police stations is 
pleased that the government is spending all that money.  However, I suggest that the government should not rob 
Peter to pay Paul.  If it does, issues will arise that the government cannot see coming.  For nearly two years of 
the seven years that I was in charge of the police station in Australind, I was stationed at Brunswick Junction.  
The people in that community saw me as the front man for those people closing that police station.  There was a 
lot of mistrust and it took me near on two years to get the community back on side.  The Italian community took 
me under its wing.  I then got involved with the local football club, which is what I enjoy doing.  I got to know 
the community when I watched the Harvey, Brunswick, Leschenault Football Club play football and the people 
started to accept me.  People in country towns are not like those in the city; they are accepting people.   

I understand the pressures put on the Commissioner of Police to deliver services to regional Western Australia.  
Busselton Police Station wants to operate 24 hours a day, seven days a week.  Running a 24-hour police station 
requires a minimum of 22 or 23 police officers to cover shifts.  That takes into account training requirements, 
sabbaticals and sick leave.  The minimum number of officers required to cover three shifts 24 hours a day, seven 
days a week is 23.  The new Secret Harbour Police Station has an allocation of 27 police officers to 
accommodate a 24 hour a day, seven day a week service.  Busselton Police Station will need to find additional 
police officers.  A short time ago, the minister said that the government would employ 600 additional police 
officers.  What a load of hogwash!  I have never heard so much rubbish in all my life.  I challenge the minister to 
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talk to police officers at any police station or any branch within the service anywhere in Western Australia, 
because those officers will tell him that they are at their wit’s end because of the pressures that are being placed 
on them, pressures that are much greater than they were even five years ago.  Those pressures have resulted from 
the encumbrance of lock-up management, the Criminal Investigation (Identifying People) Act and other 
legislation that has come through this place.  No allocation of additional resources was made to cope with those 
extra pressures.  I hear the Treasurer and the minister talk about providing additional funding so that the police 
can do their job properly.  That is fantastic.  However, the government has failed to take into account what is 
expected of our police officers.   

One vote, one value is an interesting concept.  It is almost prophetic that after the passing of the government’s 
Holy Grail legislation, the razor gang has come through and, schomp, “Thanks very much for coming!”  It is like 
the Grim Reaper. 

Mr P.D. Omodei:  How do you spell that? 

Several members interjected.   

Mr M.J. COWPER:  It is spelt s-c-h-o-m-p, I think it is; it is a silent “h”!   

The point raised by a previous speaker is that there is a problem when one goes further down the line and tries to 
get one’s point across, because everyone seems to cross one another.  The local police officer is usually the 
coach of the football team.  Johnny Gastev from the Denmark hotel wanted me coach the Denmark/Walpole 
Magpies.  I resisted that request because not only were their colours black and white, but also I did not have the 
time.  The fact is that people in country communities begin to rely on police officers like members would not 
believe.  That cannot be put in a spreadsheet.  When I was stationed in Denmark, we often travelled to Walpole.  
For some strange reason, back in those days - it is probably still the case - many people in that area grew 
marijuana.  We managed to get some good scores during that time, because there were a lot of drugs coming in.  
Walpole became conspicuous because of the absence of drugs in that area.  We noticed that we were not making 
many drug hauls in Walpole.  We drove all the way to Walpole and headed north up Thompsons Road to the far 
reaches of the northern part of Walpole, which is almost like the back of nowhere.   

Mr G. Snook interjected. 

Mr M.J. COWPER:  It is not that far up.   

A fellow called Peter Shotter had a dairy farm out that way, so we stopped to have a chat with him.  I asked 
another fellow by the name of Vermeulen whether he ever saw people out his way carrying drums on the back of 
their utes.  They had a lot of information, but they were not prepared to tell us because they were concerned that 
we were stationed 70 kilometres away.  They feared retribution from the locals who were growing the marijuana, 
particularly because we were stationed so far away.  Tambellup is not too far from Cranbrook; I think it is about 
25 or 30 kilometres away.  I do not know how far Menzies is from the nearest police station.  If people do not 
have confidence in the ability of the police to respond, they will not provide any information.  I had to 
demonstrate that we were interested in getting on top of the drug-growing problem in Walpole.  There was so 
much of it.  By chance, we come across a fellow by the name of Greg Simpson.  He is from the member for 
Warren-Blackwood’s home town.  He was an aeroplane pilot.  

Mr P.D. Omodei:  He’s still there.   

Mr G. Snook:  He is related to me.   

Mr M.J. COWPER:  He had a Piper Cub, which is a single plane with two seats, one behind the another.  In a 
sea breeze, it was able to hover over the tops of trees; it could operate at a very low speed.  I sent one of my 
officers in the plane with Greg while I drove around Walpole.  Miraculously, we found a lot of crops.  We 
tracked the crops with a global positioning system.  We did not tell the druggies how we came across them.  We 
started picking them off one by one - it was beautiful.  We started circulating propaganda that someone else was 
whipping off the crops.  All of a sudden, the druggies started fighting among themselves and became distrustful 
of one another.   

[Member’s time extended.] 

Mr M.J. COWPER:  We were able to go back to those people and say that we were getting results.  I will not 
mention any names, but we pinged some high-profile people in that community for cultivation with intent to sell 
or supply and possession with intent to sell or supply.  All of a sudden, these people - the Shotters, the 
Vermeulens and others - started to provide information.  That is something that cannot be done in the 
metropolitan area.  In the country, everyone knows everyone else.  That has its own inherent problem, because 
everyone seems to know everyone else’s business.  Anyone who has ever lived in a country town will know that 
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it is hard to keep anything secret.  If someone is playing up with someone else’s missus, everyone knows about 
it.  

Mr G.M. Castrilli:  What about the other way around?  

Mr M.J. COWPER:  That too.  

The point I am trying to make is that there is a low crime rate in these towns because people trust the police and 
interact with them.  If we want people to get together as a community to fight crime, a classic example is what 
happens in a small town.  The bigger the community, the harder it is for that to occur.  Taking these policemen 
out of these towns creates a situation in which an infestation could occur.  The manner in which it has been done 
is very short-sighted.   

I was very disturbed to hear no answer when I asked the minister to tell me by way of interjection whether he 
had consulted the community or the local government to explain the reasons for the closures.  Some of the 
reasons are quite plausible; they sound quite good on paper, and they sound good statistically.  I suppose there is 
a reasonable argument, but it does not deal with the human aspect of the issue, and the impact it has on the 
ground in these communities.  That is something that the Treasurer cannot put in the bottom right-hand corner of 
his spreadsheet at the end of the day.  I invite the Minister for Police to come to Cranbrook.  I still know a few 
people down that way.  We would have a good time, and I would guarantee his safety.  We will talk to the 
community and tell people why.  The minister has an obligation to do that.  The offer is open if the minister 
wishes to take it.  They are good people, but they get angry when the minister is not there.  They will start saying 
things about him that are probably not true, and I know they are not true.  If the minister were to go down and 
look these people in the eye and give them the reasons the police stations are being closed, at least the people 
will admire him for having the fortitude, the backbone and the ticker to do that.  Let us go and look at the great 
work the Cranbrook Driver Reviver people do.  The Treasurer cannot put that in the bottom right-hand corner of 
his spreadsheet.  Another aspect of the minister’s portfolio is emergency services.  The people he is dealing with 
are running the fire service and the State Emergency Service units.  They are the people we rely on to turn out 
when there is a tragedy.  When they see the police officer heading out of town with a removalist van, they will 
see that that is the straw that broke the camel’s back.  This might be in the minister’s mind right now, but he may 
forget it as he drives home.  It is in the minds of these people the whole time they are living there.  They are 
constantly reminded of it.  

I do not have a problem with closing Ongerup Police Station and merging it with Jerramungup.  I did not think 
there was a problem with closing the Brunswick Police Station and building a brand new one at Australind.  
When the government takes away police stations and says that it will not replace them, but will move the police 
officer up to Tambellup, the problem people will all gravitate to Cranbrook.  It might not happen this week, but it 
will happen eventually.  That is where the problem will exist.  It is a case of knocking one peg down and having 
another pop up somewhere else.  We must keep the bases covered.   

Not a lot of police officers care to go and do country service; it takes a special type of person.  Some people’s 
idea of country service is going to Mandurah.  That is not country service at all. 

Mr P. Papalia:  It is partly a problem for any state employees, isn’t it? 

Mr M.J. COWPER:  Yes it is, but there are also people who do not want to leave.  Some people want to stay in 
those towns.  I chose to be a country cop for 23 of my 27 years.  I did not want to go back to the city, but I was 
told that if I wanted a promotion I would have to go back to the city.  These are all issues impacting on the 
capacity to retain people in the service.  The biggest challenge that the commissioner, the government and any 
future government will have is the retention of police officers.  I do not want the government saying that it will 
appoint 600 additional officers, because that is just not happening.  They are going out the door quicker than they 
can be lined up and marched out of the academy.  I am also concerned about the quality.  As much as it pains me 
to say it, the quality is not what it used to be.  That is coming from the horse’s mouth, not from the bosses.  I 
know that the Leader of the Nationals is not in the house, but I do not need to stand up here and defend Chris 
Dawson, who is probably one of the only shining lights in the administration.  I suspect he was given the dirty 
deed to do dirt cheap, and I am sure he did not like it. 

Mr T.K. Waldron:  I have nothing against Chris Dawson; I think he is a good fellow too.  However, I think that 
on the day of the meeting he did not quite understand the feeling of the people, and he probably did not think 
about his words the next time.  That is the point that I would make. 

Mr M.J. COWPER:  I can understand that, but I think it also comes down to the way in which the issue was 
managed.   

Mr T.K. Waldron:  He was there fronting up, and I will give him credit for that. 
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Mr M.J. COWPER:  Yes, he was the guy given the unfortunate job of doing that.  It should have been managed 
a lot better.  

Mr P.D. Omodei:  Are any Country Labor members interested in this issue? 

Mr M.J. COWPER:  That is also an interesting thing.  How many Country Labor members in the chamber wish 
to speak on behalf of country folk?  It is all very well when they get up and start talking about Yarragadee 
because it is politically popular for them in their own electorates.  Then they support the desalination plant, but 
more on that later.  I am very proud to say that the members of my party, the Nationals and even the 
Independents will talk about what it is like to be a proud representative of a country seat.  I think I have said 
enough; I will now give someone else the opportunity. 

DR J.M. WOOLLARD (Alfred Cove) [6.28 pm]:  I will be quick because I know that there are country 
members who want to speak tonight.  I support this motion, because I appreciate that the Nationals and the 
country Liberal members are very concerned about whether their communities will survive with the closure of 
these police stations.  They are concerned about whether the towns will survive and they fear for the safety of 
people in those towns.  The minister has said that there will be more police, because he will put them together in 
the other stations.  In Perth there is a police call centre.  I have had many complaints from my constituents who 
have phoned that call centre and have waited three or four hours - sometimes up to nine hours and sometimes 
until the next day - for somebody from the police to come to see them.  If there are priorities from calls, and an 
assault is priority 1 or priority 2, if the police station is 100 kilometres away, how will the police get to that 
assault within 10 minutes?  It looks like there will be inequality between service provision in the metropolitan 
area and that in regional areas. One of the Nationals members mentioned earlier that the great southern area was 
17 police officers short.  There are shortages across the board.  I went to a meeting last week where I learned that 
my area was 32 police officers short.  I do not know how many police officers there are short in the north 
metropolitan area.  

Mr J.C. Kobelke:  There is a lot of nonsense in that.  There are actually more officers, but it is short of an 
authorised number, which is a fictitious accounting procedure.  

Dr J.M. WOOLLARD:  We do not have enough police responding when there are emergencies. 

Mr J.C. Kobelke:  Response times have improved. 

Dr J.M. WOOLLARD:  Some of my constituents lock themselves in their home and wonder what kind of 
police service we have.  The minister sits there and says that the Commissioner of Police has made this decision, 
just as the minister said to me that the road traffic people had made a decision.  If the minister is so happy for 
everyone to be making decisions, why is he Minister for Police and Emergency Services?  The question was 
asked earlier in today’s debate: do we need a federal Parliament, a state Parliament and local government?  Do 
we need three levels of government?  When the minister does things like this and passes the buck, I wonder if we 
do need a Minister for Police at a state level.  When the Commissioner of Police and a road traffic safety 
committee are making decisions, why do we need a Minister for Police and a salary going to the minister rather 
than it being spent on such things as school crossings?   
We are not here to talk about that; we are here to talk about this motion.  At a meeting on Monday, the Minister 
for Police spoke of the deaths that have occurred on the state’s roads.  National Party members said on Monday 
that there were a large number of deaths on regional roads, yet what is the minister doing?  The minister is 
segregating a hundred kilometres.  How long will it take to get to an emergency in those country areas because 
the minister is diluting the police force? 
Mr J.C. Kobelke:  It is not being diluted. 
Dr J.M. WOOLLARD:  The minister should not be diluting it; he should be supporting it.  We want those 
towns to fill up.  Perth is big enough.  We should be supporting regional towns.  This will not help support those 
regional towns but help with the demise of those towns.  I therefore support the country members on this motion.  
They have told the minister about deaths on regional roads and suicides in country areas.  We know of those 
problems in the outer metropolitan and rural areas.  We should be doing something about them.  The minister’s 
actions are not doing something about them but making things harder for people.  Yes, I want police in my 
constituency, just as every other metropolitan member wants police in his or her constituency, but I think the 
answer is not to rob Peter to pay Paul, as the member for Murray put it.  I know that the minister is trying and 
that the Western Australia Police Academy is now being largely staffed with retired police officers whom the 
minister is attracting back to work.  However, although the minister may be trying, he has not got there.  The 
promises that he made and the commitments that he gave have not been fulfilled.  Where are the police in my 
area?  The minister should drive with me to see.  What was it that Alan Carpenter said?  He said that as more 
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police appear on the streets, crime goes down.  I am lucky to see a police car drive through my electorate.  I 
think I saw a police car this week for the first time when I was driving home the other night.   

Mr J.C. Kobelke:  What will you say if the figures show that crime has gone down in your area?  

Dr J.M. WOOLLARD:  I say that crime has not gone down in my area.  I have been told how the figures given 
from one year to the next are comparing apples with pears.  The minister is not touching crime, drug dealers and 
drug use or the problems in pubs.  There are not enough police.  The police are not going out there and dealing 
with the problems.  This government is extending liquor licensing hours, but it is not putting police into those 
areas.  It is not providing transport for people to go home from those areas.  It is not looking at the whole picture.   

I support the National Party motion.  I think it is very sad that four country police stations will be closed.  I 
appreciate the concerns for the livelihood of those towns.  There is a good possibility they may close.  The only 
thing that can be done is for this government and this minister, who is quite happy to buck pass to the police 
commissioner and a road safety traffic advisory committee when it comes to school crossings, to do his job; he 
must get in there and hassle the Treasurer to make sure that we have more police.  The three promises that the 
Labor Party gave were for police, health and teaching.  They have failed in all three of those promises.   

MR G. WOODHAMS (Greenough) [6.37 pm]:  I will not take a lot of time of the house because I believe that 
many points made on this side of the house are well and truly understood.  I do not know whether you have had 
the opportunity, Mr Acting Speaker (Mr A.P. O’Gorman), to go to Trayning, Wickepin, Cranbrook, Gascoyne 
Junction, Menzies or Dumbleyung.  I know that you would have enjoyed the privilege had you had the 
opportunity to do so.  As have some members on this side of the house, I have had the opportunity over the years 
to visit all those towns.  They are great places for people to live in.  One of the reasons that people decide to live 
somewhere is the services that are provided.  The Minister for Police and Emergency Services said in this place 
today that a loss of a resident is really important, no matter whom the resident might be.  It does not matter 
whether a retired person leaves the town because there are not the health services in the town, whether a family 
leaves the town because the school has closed down or whether a policeman leaves the town because a police 
station has been closed down.  The minister knows and acknowledges an individual in a small community as 
being particularly important, because, as others members on this side of the house have evidenced, people in the 
police service, the health service and the education service are the glue of those communities that keeps them 
together.  When a community loses one of those people, it is a body blow.  It is a nail removed from keeping the 
building together.   

We cannot look at the closure of these six police stations in isolation, nor can we look at these communities in 
isolation.  The closure of these police stations is part of an overall pattern and trend that I suggest the 
government at this stage supports; that is, the removal of services and population from some of our smaller rural 
communities.  I hope that the minister will be cognisant of this: that members opposite have always been 
members of a party of social reform, that they have looked at things in rather a different way and that social 
obligations have been important to them.  However, what I tend to hear now from that side of the house is that 
the commercial bottom line and economic efficiency are the imperatives.  If economic efficiency means that we 
take people out of towns and remove community service obligations, that is how we must operate.  If that is how 
the government operates, it should stand condemned by its own members because the government is not even 
true to its own word. 

The role of the police force in Western Australia, and I believe also the role of a police force in any other 
jurisdiction, is compromised by other levels of government.  Might I suggest that one of the greatest ways in 
which the role of police is compromised in this state is by the inability of this government to remove its cultural 
blinkers about how governments should work?  Let me give an example of that marvellous and outstanding 
organisation known as the Department for Community Development.  What a very special organisation it is with 
a whole range of responsibilities.  It opens at nine and closes at five, opens at nine and closes at five -  
Mr M.W. Trenorden:  Who picks it up?  It is the police. 
Mr G. WOODHAMS:  Exactly.  Who has to deal with all the debris created by the DCD as a result of its 
inability to deal with its responsibilities?  It is Western Australia Police.  The government continues in its 
culturally blinkered way to reinforce that unfortunate set of circumstances.  If the government had any real 
courage, based on its Australian Bureau of Statistics figures and given its budget surplus, it might take the 
startling step, for example, of keeping the Department for Communities’ staff on 24 hours a day, even in Perth.  I 
dare say the government might even try that in a regional centre.  It could do so.  With bold social reform, it 
might just see whether something like that could work.  It is a suggestion that I am putting out, although it is not 
an original suggestion from me; it mainly comes from the parents of people whom the police must incarcerate at 
night because the Department for Communities is recalcitrant and ineffective.  I suggest that the minister should 
tip a little budget surplus the department’s way and enable it to work 24 hours a day.  It might take some 
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pressure off WA Police.  In this booming economy, which seems to be statistically driven - I suggest evidence 
points to the fact that there might be a just a little largesse in the former nabob for Nyabing’s pockets - there are 
different ways of approaching community service obligations.   

There are different ways of delivering services to all the people of Western Australia, even the people in your 
electorate, Mr Acting Speaker (Mr A.P. O’Gorman).  The government should remove its cultural blinkers about 
how policing should work.  Police should be in every community in Western Australia; they should be in every 
suburb.  They should not be stationed on the basis of statistics that reflect whether they are solving crime or 
whether five incidents occurred in the past year.  The government should take off its ridiculous cultural blinkers 
and deliver to the people of Western Australia a police service that can be part of them; that is, something that 
can be inclusive and not something that is excluded and judged on whether five arrests have been made in the 
past year.  The government is saying, “Oh, my God, they haven’t made any arrests!  We better move them 30 
kilometres down the road; that would be more efficient.”  What an absolutely ridiculous way to approach this 
service.  What an absolutely tortuous and stupid way to treat the dedicated men and women of WA Police.  The 
government does them discredit.  It appears that the police commissioner and the acting police commissioner 
have done them discredit.  This government has an opportunity to turn that around.  The minister should show 
some courage through this government by not allowing those sorts of ridiculous decisions to be made in future 
and by giving us a police service in Western Australia that can belong to all of us.  

MR G. SNOOK (Moore) [6.42 pm]:  I am very conscious of the time and that other members wish to speak.  I 
appreciate the member for Greenough’s giving us some time.  Much has been said but, primarily, a very 
important thing to be said is that country people support police officers.  Of all the groups of people within our 
communities and societies, country people are the ones who work closest and most consistently with police 
officers.  I have experienced that in the work I have done in my shire as a justice of the peace providing a service 
to back up those wonderful police officers in their duties.  A number of earlier speakers mentioned local 
government, but what is lacking in this issue, what previous members have mentioned and what people in the 
bush are calling for, is planning.  It is the essence of the problem we are faced with.  We need to know where we 
are going.  I put it to the minister that there is no strategic plan.  We need regional strategic plans to provide for 
all the services in which local government plays a vital role, and we need them to assist in planning for and 
accommodating the provision of services.  WA Police, which has become a service, is a public service.  It is 
provided by the taxpayers of Western Australia.  It is no different from the $1.6-odd billion Mandurah railway 
line, which I do not oppose.  

Mr M.W. Trenorden:  I think it is $2 billion.  

Mr G. SNOOK:  Whatever it is, I do not necessarily oppose it.  There is a need for public transport in the 
metropolitan area, but it comes at a cost to all of us.  It is a necessity and it is delivered at a cost to taxpayers.  It 
does not run at a profit; it fulfils a need that is paid for by us, the taxpayers of Western Australia.  As taxpayers, 
that is exactly the same service that we in the country demand of the police.  We demand that public service, not, 
as other members have indicated, based on whether enough arrests have been made or spreadsheets filled with 
records to allow the Treasurer to have his say.  I will not accept, as other members have indicated they will not, 
that there will be a better provision of services by spreading police officers in country areas another 70 to 
100 kilometres out.   

I will describe the problem the Dalwallinu Police Station and the community of Dalwallinu have faced.  That 
police station has two police officers and one four-by-four Rodeo style wagon.  The Dalwallinu Police Station is 
the only police station on Great Northern Highway between Midland and Mt Magnet.  For all that distance, there 
is no patrol car and only two officers.  The member for Greenough mentioned the Department for Communities.  
Thanks to the action of that department, there has been a bit of strategic dumping of people of a lower 
socioeconomic standard -   

Mr P.D. Omodei:  Families at risk.  

Mr G. SNOOK:  Yes.  There is a need for them but there is no plan.  Those two police officers have their time 
cut out handling all the antisocial behaviour that has been going on in Dalwallinu.  I am sure that is occurring 
across the wheatbelt and in a number of other communities.  There is no coordination at all between the key 
departments about the effect that those actions have on our police service, which the Minister for Police and 
Emergency Services must oversee.  
I plead with the minister to get the WA Police organised.  He should take a strategic approach.  It may be 
necessary to move certain stations, and people in the bush can live with that.  The minister should talk to local 
governments; the bodies that sit alongside state government.  It peeves country people to their back teeth when 
no acknowledgement is made of the partnership agreement between state and local governments.  
Communication is not happening between the Department of Local Government, the minister for local 
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government’s office and local government per se.  It must also occur with all the key services such as health, 
schooling and policing.  It must happen.  I guarantee that if that happened, the pain the government is going 
through, the department’s pain and the commissioner’s pain with this very unpopular decision would be reduced.  
People in the bush will respect change, but the government cannot slam-dunk people in country areas and treat 
them in the way members on my left have described.  That is an insult and it is unacceptable.  I am pleased that 
the minister has acknowledged that.  I will not labour the point, but it is very important that occur.  

I appreciate the minister’s response to approaches about the Dalwallinu Police Station, which have no doubt 
come not only from me.  The extra policeman there is much appreciated, as is the satellite phone that has been 
provided for better communication when the officers are up near Mt Magnet and Paynes Find way.  Previously 
they tried to do their job without communication facilities.  However, that station does not have a patrol car.  A 
patrol car must be based in Dalwallinu to service that highway.  

Mr J.C. Kobelke:  As much as I would like to accept your thanks, the information was passed on and I had no 
say in it.  

Mr G. SNOOK:  I understand that, but I wrote to the minister.  

Mr J.C. Kobelke:  I passed it down. 

Mr G. SNOOK:  I understand how it works.  I know the minister cannot be aware of every circumstance among 
5 000-odd police officers and their duties.  However, I ask the minister to look at both the process and planning 
of how police services are applied to rural areas.  A structure should be put in place and the government should 
talk to local government.  Local government functions at a regional basis at the zone level.  The Voluntary 
Regional Organisation of Councils is now in place.  Change is occurring and there is need for further change.  If 
the planning is right, the result will be a better, more productive and less painful outcome.   

The member for Wagin talked about the visual effect that police officers have on the road.  To see a copper is a 
deterrent in itself.  It is a key element that cannot be provided from 70 or 80 kilometres away.  The rest has been 
said.   

I strongly urge the minister to use the process of local government and communities and bring them together.  
They might shout at him and get angry but, as the member for Murray said, if the minister talks to them in a 
planned and constructive way, we will get somewhere.   

MR M.W. TRENORDEN (Avon) [6.51 pm]:  The Northam swimming pool runs at an annual loss of $100 000.  
I ask the Minister for Police and Emergency Services whether it should it be closed.   

Mr J.C. Kobelke:  That is up to the local authority.  The cost of operating swimming pools is a problem in many 
areas.  Hopefully, the council can maintain it.   

Mr M.W. TRENORDEN:  Like the WA Police Service, it is a service.  It costs the taxpayers of the Northam 
community $100 000 per annum to keep it open, but the government cannot keep police stations open.  The 
minister should not underestimate the anger about this issue in the community and my anger, which I will try to 
keep under control tonight.  I could certainly let fly because I have had a gut full.  I have been in this chamber 
for 21 years.  For two-thirds of that time the minister has sat on the government side of the chamber.  Three 
times today I have heard the Premier and the Minister for Health say, “In your time you did this.”  The Minister 
for Police said exactly the same thing half an hour ago.  If the minister wants to follow that process, he can.   

I remind the minister that we were in government for eight years and lost an election.  This government’s turn is 
coming.  I advise the minister that the One Nation attitude in this country is running hot.  I guarantee that anger 
will be directed at upper house Labor Party members.  This government will be amazed at the seats it will lose 
because it has held them for some time.  They will go and I will work 24 hours a day to make sure they go 
because this government has let down our communities.  That is our priority.   

This government has been outsmarted by the federal government in respect of Aboriginal communities.  This 
government’s performance in servicing Aboriginal communities has been appalling.  When the Swan Valley 
issue occurred I wrote to the then Premier, Geoff Gallop, and said that every single event that was happening in 
some of the north west communities was happening in Northam, even the worst of those events.  What services 
have been given to the Aboriginal community in Northam after the fanfare of the Swan Valley?  None.  The 
services the government attributes to Northam come out of Perth.  They are on the ledger as being available, but 
they are not available.  Two or three positions, some federal, have been filled lately and, as a result, excellent 
local male and female Aboriginal people are servicing the wheatbelt.  They are hugely overwhelmed by the need 
for those services.   
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It comes down to the fact that the community has had enough.  When the Commissioner of Police says, “We 
have a deal for you”, does the minister think we are excited?  The deal is that the police stations will be closed 
and the service offered by the police will be better.  I am afraid that will not be the case.  The Labor Party will 
feel the pain and it deserves it because it is treating the people in my electorate and others with contempt.  There 
is always a penalty for doing that.  There is more I could say, but I will give the member for Roe a chance.   

DR G.G. JACOBS (Roe) [6.55 pm]:  The issues that have been raised by country members suggest that there is 
a serious systemic problem.  It is a system that is nearing crisis.  It is the thin end of the wedge and, by the grace 
of God, it will affect not only the small towns referred to today, but also other small towns in my electorate and 
others in Western Australia.  Regardless of whether the concern is about the number of policemen, teachers or 
nurses there is a serious systemic crisis in regional and rural Western Australia.  As the president of the Rural 
Doctors Association of Western Australia for two years before I came to this place I was aware of the continual 
process of number crunching.  Every time the number crunchers got their hands on a small hospital, we were 
done.  I suggest that if we are going to do that there will not be any services left for the people whom I and the 
members who have spoken in this debate represent.   

We bring up business cases and we cannot justify the number of people in hospital beds.  We cannot justify, 
under key performance indicators, the concerns about the outcomes involving the number of arrests by police.  
As the member for Greenough said, they will never stack up.   

It is important to provide core services.  We hear a lot about state governments being threatened by federal 
governments.  If the state government does not provide core services, this Parliament will be irrelevant.  It is 
important to provide police, teaching and nursing services.  On top of that we have the so-called electoral reform 
that has denuded country areas of representation, as well as police, teachers and nurses.  We need to put a stop to 
this crisis and the minister needs to be cognisant of the fact that core services must be provided to all the people 
of Western Australia.   

Question put and a division taken with the following result - 
Ayes (21) 

Mr C.J. Barnett Mr B.J. Grylls Mr A.J. Simpson Mr G.A. Woodhams 
Mr D.F. Barron-Sullivan Dr K.D. Hames Mr G. Snook Dr J.M. Woollard 
Mr M.J. Birney Dr G.G. Jacobs Dr S.C. Thomas Mr T.R. Sprigg (Teller) 
Mr G.M. Castrilli Mr J.E. McGrath Mr M.W. Trenorden  
Mr M.J. Cowper Mr P.D. Omodei Mr T.K. Waldron  
Mr J.H.D. Day Mr D.T. Redman Ms S.E. Walker  

Noes (25) 

Mr P.W. Andrews Mr F.M. Logan Mr P. Papalia Mr P.B. Watson 
Dr J.M. Edwards Mr J.A. McGinty Mr J.R. Quigley Mr M.P. Whitely 
Mrs D.J. Guise Mr M. McGowan Ms M.M. Quirk Mr B.S. Wyatt 
Mrs J. Hughes Ms S.M. McHale Ms J.A. Radisich Mr S.R. Hill (Teller) 
Mr J.N. Hyde Mr A.D. McRae Mr E.S. Ripper  
Mr J.C. Kobelke Mrs C.A. Martin Mr T.G. Stephens  
Mr R.C. Kucera Mr M.P. Murray Mr D.A. Templeman  

            

Pairs 

 Ms K. Hodson-Thomas Mrs M.H. Roberts 
 Mr R.F. Johnson Mr A.J. Carpenter 

Question thus negatived. 

House adjourned at 7.02 pm 

__________ 
 


